LPG FOR VERY LONG-DISTANCE TRAVELLERS!

Plus detailed info on LPG in the UK, and some info on gas fittings
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This list contains country-by-country information about the supply of bulk LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) for gas tanks. It does not offer information on the supply of gas in cylinders or ‘bottles’ (though owners of re-fillable cylinders will find the info useful), nor on CNG (compressed natural gas or ‘Erdgas’ in Germany) which is a different product.

The list addresses four main issues.

Firstly, is LPG available in the listed country? Details are given, but in general
*indicates that LPG is easy to find in the country

! indicates that finding LPG may be difficult in the country

Secondly, what is the name of LPG in the listed country? I have tried to answer this to the best of my knowledge but the initials ‘LPG’ (and to a lesser extent ‘GPL’) are very widespread, at least in Europe.

Thirdly, at what type of place is LPG sold? In many countries, LPG can be found at fuel stations which also sell diesel and petrol. But in other countries, LPG is to be found in specialist locations which are more difficult to find.

Fourthly, what fittings are used in the transfer of the gas from the pump to your tank? There are three major fittings in common use in Europe – you can see what they look like below. There’s a little confusion about where each of these fittings are used. I have tried to give you the best info I have under each country entry.

	TYPE 1

Dutch bayonet
	TYPE 2
Italian dish
	TYPE 3

ACME thread
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	with thanks to www.lpga.co.uk


The time is ripe for the adoption of a standard European Community connector/nozzle system! And this is in fact happening!! The new Euro-connector will be…. the ACME connector!!!

In the meantime, if you travel a lot, carry two or three adapters. (See below - GAS FITTINGS AND ADAPTERS FOR LPG TANKS). I carry two and I have had very few problems making connections with pumps in many countries. However, I do not use LPG for automotive power which requires many more fills than I need.
The internet is a superb resource if you want more – and more up-to-date - info about LPG. The major producers and suppliers of LPG all have informative sites (eg http://www.shellgaslpg.com/), and so do the clubs (eg http://www.caravanclub.co.uk/). A very comprehensive site is http://www.autogas-forum.de/com-version/: it even includes some non-European info. By using your favourite search engine, you will probably find what you need – and more!

NOTE: many of the websites listed below are those of motoring or caravan clubs. Their services are only available to those in membership of a club to which they are affiliated.

I believe the info below is accurate - but cannot guarantee that every detail is. If you have information which adds to or corrects it, please e-mail me at brookontheroad@yahoo.co.uk.

Many people have emailed me in the last few years and I would like to say “Thanks very much” to all of them.

Les Brook

11 May 2007
OTHER GUIDES TO LPG IN EUROPE

At least two European commercial organisations and one motoring organisation produce lists of LPG stations across Europe:

*You can download a PDF file listing 7,500 stations from Mecattini http://www.egm.it/cartine/. The cost is €7.75.

*"LPG Gids 2000" is published by Remarca B.V. - Willenstraat 1K - 5611 HA Eindhoven. Telephone 00 31 40 239 37 77 or email remarca@lpg-gids.nl
And in Germany, ask at the local ADAC office. In 2003, one office kindly gave me a comprehensive 42 page list “Autogas Tankstellen in Europa”.

!ARGENTINA
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Generally LPG is difficult to find, especially in the south.

For travellers, supplies are best found by asking at large LPG filling plants (plantas de gaz), always on the edge of/just outside larger towns, and usually on major roads. It may be possible to fill there, but more likely, they will assist you to find an LPG tanker (granalero or Zeppelin) which normally supplies restaurants, houses etc and is authorised and equipped to do the job. The tankers regularly visit the plants to fill up themselves so you may be able to fill up from a tanker but at the plant.

Note: it has been suggested to me that Chile, and probably Argentina, have laws requiring LPG suppliers only to sell fuel to those with a revision technica (which I think means that your equipment must be certified as safe). It is not clear how this is obtained by a foreigner in these countries. Clarification and information please!

What is the name of LPG? GLP

Price per litre: 1.2 pesos (= €0.5 [2005])

Fitting: Type 1 in some places but ???? in others!

AUSTRALIA

A correspondent writes: “LPG is freely available throughout most of Australia at many fuel stations etc”.

What is the name of LPG? LPG

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE 3

AUSTRIA

There are at least 14 filling stations – see http://www.oeamtc.at/index.php?type=article&id=1098101&menu_active=27
What is the name of LPG? LPG, autogas or Flüssiggas. (This is an educated guess!)

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE 2

AZERBAIJAN

There are a number of LPG stations and at least one fuel company (Azqaz) plans to expand their chain of LPG stations.

LPG as fuel can be bought at fuel stations like Azqaz and Lukoil.

What is the name of LPG? Gaz

Price per litre: 750-800 AZM (Azeri manats)

Fitting: TYPE 3?

*BELGIUM

LPG is widely available. Shell alone has over 650 stations!

What is the name of LPG? LPG

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE 3

BOLIVIA

BP operates in Bolivia but it is unclear if bulk LPG can be found. 10kg cylinders are certainly sold.

What is the name of LPG? 

Price per litre: 

Fitting: 

!BOSNIA AND HERCOGOVINA

During a short visit to SW Bosnia, no LPG was seen. Mecattini lists two filling stations only. Anyone with more info?

What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE ?

*BULGARIA

Wide availability at fuel stations and other outlets. Mecattini (see below) lists nearly 40 filling points.

What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: around 0.75 lev (= €0.4)

Fitting: TYPE ?

!BRAZIL

LPG does not appear to be available. “Gas Natural” which is widely available at fuel stations is not LPG. It is CNG.

What is the name of LPG?

Price per litre:

Fitting:

CHILE
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LPG can be found at many fuel stations and other outlets. Lipigas (Coolgas is their name for LPG) is a major supplier but Shell also supply.

Note: it has been suggested to me that Chile, and probably Argentina, have laws requiring LPG suppliers only to sell fuel to those with a revision technica (which I think means that your equipment must be certified as safe). It is not clear how this is obtained by a foreigner in these countries. Clarification and information please!

What is the name of LPG? GLP, Gas licuado de petroleo, Gas LP. BEWARE: “GAS” is sometimes used to mean CNG!

Price per litre: 

Fitting: TYPE 3, 1.75 inch diameter.

!CHINA (PRC)
Not widely available!

In the NW of Beijing however, behind a Sinopec filling station, there is a new (2002) Dutch-Chinese joint venture where you can fill up using European nozzles. The station is called Sino-Dutch LPG Pinxiang Demonstration Station (phone 88 43 71 24). See photo above.

What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: 1.85 yuan

Fitting: see above

!COSTA RICA

What is the name of LPG? GPL

Price per litre: 255 colones per litre (= $0.50)

Fitting: TYPE 2
!CROATIA 

ADAC lists only 25 stations, and only 2 in the capital Zagreb. From limited personal experience, finding it in the north east of the country may be difficult, but it is available at outlets down the coast. Some fuel stations sell LPG, but they seem to be out-numbered by specialist outlets: watch out for signs directing you to an off-the-road outlet.

What is the name of LPG? LPG, GPL, Auto Plin

Price per litre: around 3 kunas (= <€0.30)

Fitting: TYPE 3

!CYPRUS

LPG is not available.

*CZECH REPUBLIC

LPG can be found at many fuel stations and other outlets.

For a list of filling stations, try www.lpg.cz.

What is the name of LPG? LPG or autogas or autoplyn

Price per litre: 10 to 11 kc (= >€0.30)

Fitting: TYPE 2

DENMARK

“Only a few cars in Denmark use LPG. Furthermore it is not legal to mount LPG tanks on motorcaravans. It is, therefore, only possible to buy LPG at very few Statoil and Q8 filling stations”, says a correspondent, but the German auto club ADAC lists 50 stations, 35 of which are Statoil, and Mecattini confirms there are plenty of places to fill up.

What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE ?

For more information on the whole of Scandinavia, the first place to look is the excellent

http://www.gassmagasinet.no/AUTOGAS_SKANDINAVIA/body_autogas_skandinavia.html
You can also try http://www.q8.dk/q8/frames.html and http://www.statoildetailhandel.dk/FrontServlet

!ECUADOR
It seems unlikely that LPG is available.

What is the name of LPG? ?
Price per litre: ?
Fitting: ?
*EIRE (IRELAND)

A good network of over 200 filling points, almost all fuel stations. For a list, navigate from http://www.lpga.co.uk/island_stations2.htm
What is the name of LPG? LPG, Autogas, Motorgas

Price per litre: €0.70

Fitting: TYPE 3

*ESTONIA

Available at many fuel stations and specialist outlets.

See also http://www.q8.dk/q8/frames.html and http://www.statoildetailhandel.dk/FrontServlet

What is the name of LPG? Gas or gaas

Price per litre: about 6.75EEK

Fitting: TYPE ?

!FINLAND

 “LPG is not available in Finland” (UK Caravan Club). Confirmed – LB.

*FRANCE

LPG widely available. Totalgaz produce an excellent list of fuel stations (“Guides des stations”). Their website (www.totalgaz.com) is also first class. I believe other providers publish similar booklets. For a full list of LPG stations, try http://stations.gpl.online.fr
What is the name of LPG? GPL

Price per litre: about €0.50

Fitting: TYPE 2

GERMANY

LPG is available at more than 450 outlets, but these are not on every corner nor very obvious, perhaps because normal fuel stations are not the suppliers. Also, LPG outlets are more common in the former East than in the former West Germany, and are uncommon in the northerly quarter and the southerly third of the country.

You are therefore advised to obtain a list of suppliers. You may be able to get one from an ADAC office in Germany (I did). On the internet, try the very good http://www.autogas-forum.de/links/links-e.htm#7 or www.gas-tankstellen.de (in English - http://www.gas-tankstellen.info/en/). There is also a search engine for LPG stations at http://www.dvfg.de/autogas/tanken/tanken.html
What is the name of LPG? LPG, autogas or Flüssiggas

Price per litre: about €0.50 per litre

Fitting: TYPE 3

!GREECE

From personal experience, LPG is very difficult to obtain, except in the largest cities. ADAC lists only 30 stations – Mecattini lists a few more, but over 60% of these are in Athens.

What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE 2

!GUATEMALA
What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: ?

!HONDURAS

What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: ?

*HUNGARY

LPG is very easy to find at fuel stations and specialist outlets.

The central gas stations’ company, GLOBIMPEX Kereskedelmi és Szolgáltató Kft is reported to sell a map and a complete list of suppliers. Their address is: Globimpex, H-1136 Budapest, Tátra u. 28. V. 3. Phone: ++(36-1) 350 3561, fax: ++(36-1) 320 9628.

What is the name of LPG? LP gáz or autógáz

Price per litre: about €0.55

Fitting: TYPE 2

!ICELAND

LPG is not available.

*IRELAND (see EIRE)

*ITALY

LPG widely available.

What is the name of LPG? GPL, Auto Gas

Price per litre: about >€0.5

Fitting: TYPE 2

LATVIA

LPG available at some fuel stations and specialist outlets.

See also http://www.q8.dk/q8/frames.html and http://www.statoildetailhandel.dk/FrontServlet

What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: 0.215 lats.

Fitting: TYPE ?

*LITHUANIA
Widely available from fuel stations and specialist outlets. Look for sign of half-full, leaning cylinder. Good list of stations at http://www.susk-dujos.lt/
See also http://www.q8.dk/q8/frames.html and http://www.statoildetailhandel.dk/FrontServlet

What is the name of LPG? Dujoz

Price per litre: 1.16 lts (but I’m advised that “the cheapest gas is found a few kilometers off the main roads.And allways ask for discount when you are refueling full tank”).

Fitting: TYPE 2 but Dutch adapters available

LUXEMBOURG

At least 5 stations in this very small country - and in 20 minutes you can get to one of three or four neighbouring countries with lots of gas!

What is the name of LPG? GPL

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE 3, (1)

!HONDURAS

What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: ?

*MEXICO
LPG heaven!
What is the name of LPG? Gas L.P.
Price per litre: 4.8 pesos (US$0.45)
Fitting: TYPE 3
MONTENEGRO

Mecattini lists only two stations – but this is a small country.

MOROCCO

 “If you stay in Morocco for two months you'll need to fill or replace your gas bottles. We knew before leaving about two or three factories where we could do this, at Meknes, Marrakesh and the camping site at Agadir. But we also spotted one factory at the northern entry to Er Rachidia and we used two more 30km north of Casablanca. Ask at any fuel station selling gas where the nearest factory is and you'll be able to obtain some within the vicinity of several towns. All kinds of bottles are filled in one of two ways: either through a compatible connection, in which case you get the bottle back full with a sealed stopper (for 65 dirhams last spring), or through a non-compatible connection, in which case they'll weigh the bottle even if it isn't completely empty, give you some gas but not fill it and weigh it again so they can charge you by the weight (5 dirhams per kilo). As they can't ensure perfect filling, in this way they avoid overfilling and making the bottle dangerous. Bottles of Camping Gaz to be used for emergencies or outside and other gas barbecues are filled in the same way.”

Paul Gouwy (from Silk Route Motorcaravan Club Bulletin, Oct/Nov 2002)
*NEW ZEALAND
I’m told that “LPG is readily available here in NZ at most fuel stations in every town from the Cape to the Bluff”.

What is the name of LPG? LPG (This is an educated guess!)

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE 1

*NETHERLANDS

LPG is widely available.

What is the name of LPG? LPG

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: ?
NORWAY

There are 49 LPG units operating at Norwegian fuel stations in all major population centres as far north as Tromso. For details, see www.LPGguiden.no. For more information on the whole of Scandinavia, the first place to look is the excellent

http://www.gassmagasinet.no/AUTOGAS_SKANDINAVIA/body_autogas_skandinavia.html. You can also try http://www.q8.dk/q8/frames.html and http://www.statoildetailhandel.dk/FrontServlet

A list is also available from NAF (Norwegian automobile club). The same list is re-printed in “Norway:The Official Travel Guide” (free from Norwegian Tourist Offices).

What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE ? 

*PARAGUAY

LPG can be found at a number of fuel stations in major towns and on major routes.

What is the name of LPG? GPL, AutoGas

Price per litre: 3,000 guaranis (= €0.6 [2005])

Fitting: TYPE 2

!PERU

LPG can be found at a number of fuel stations. Repsolgas is a significant supplier with 11 stations in Lima and 7 spread throughout the country in larger cities. “... you can fill up with LPG at the bigger fuel stations (like Repsol) along the Panamericana and in big cities. The pumps mention 'auto gas'! You need a french/italian adaptor” reports a motorhoming correspondent.

What is the name of LPG? GPL, Autogas(?)
Price per litre: 1.74-1.87 Nuevo Soles

Fitting: TYPE 2

*POLAND

LPG widely available - from 800 fuel stations and other outlets. Try http://www.pzm.pl/ for more info.

What is the name of LPG? LPG

Price per litre: about 1.30 PLN but can be as low as 1.10 (especially NE Poland).

Fitting: TYPE 2

PORTUGAL

ADAC states there are 80 stations, almost all BP/Mobil and Shell.

What is the name of LPG? Gáz líquido

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE 2

ROMANIA

Available but not at fuel stations. European nozzles used.

What is the name of LPG? GPL

Price per litre: 9950 lei per litre (=€0.34)

Fitting: TYPE ?

*SAN MARINO

Remarkably, this tiny state has 5 filling stations. The highest concentration of any country in the world?

SERBIA

Mecattini lists 8 stations in major cities.

What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE ?

SLOVAKIA

LPG is not generally available at fuel stations. This may make it difficult to find, but there are nearly 30 filling points throughout the country. See http://www.lpg.cz/cerpacky/mapy/mapa_slovenska.htm:

includes an excellent map. A more recent website tip is http://www.lpg.cz/cerpaci_st/seznam_slovensko.php
What is the name of LPG? LPG, autoplyn

Price per litre: ?15 Slovak koruna

Fitting: TYPE ?

!SLOVENIA

Not available at fuel stations. ADAC lists only 7 stations for the whole of the country.

What is the name of LPG? Plin

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE 2

SPAIN

Five or six years ago, there were only a handful of LPG stations in Spain – and they ONLY served public service vehicles eg taxis. But today, things do seem to have changed. One website reports “In Spain, LPG was first supplied for vehicles in 1986, with two filling stations. At the present time there are almost 50 supply points nation-wide…” but it then goes on to say there are “12,000 vehicles running on LPG, all taxis”.

But can private vehicles fill with LPG? Not according to the Real Automovil Club de Espana quoted by the Caravan Club in a paper dated September 2003. LPG is reserved for buses and taxis. Yet a correspondent (February 2004) tells me confidently “The law in Spain has changed and LPG is now available to all - not just PSV's” and another (early 2005) that “from 1-1-03 in Spain you can fill private cars in Spain and the special taxes have been reduced from this date from €793/1,000kgs to €125 for private cars, remaining €59 for public vehicles ( taxis, buses and public fleets)”.

For more info, try the Repsol site with its very good map: http://www.repsolypf.com/eng/productosyservicios/productosyservicios/glpautomocion/informacioncomercial/puntosdeventa/mapaptosventa.asp?PaginaID=1876&Nivel=11. You can download a list of their stations from: http://www.repsolypf.com/comunes/archivos/Gasautos__51091.pdf
What is the name of LPG? Gasauto

Price per litre: €0.51

Fitting: TYPE 1 (but non-standard 60mm), (2)

!SWITZERLAND

Filling stations are not common. ADAC lists 9. Try cpg@tcs.ch for a list.

What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: ?

Fitting: TYPE 3,(2)

SWEDEN

Most major cities have a station selling LPG, but they are not numerous.

For more information on the whole of Scandinavia, the first place to look is the excellent

http://www.gassmagasinet.no/AUTOGAS_SKANDINAVIA/body_autogas_skandinavia.html
You can also try http://www.q8.dk/q8/frames.html and http://www.statoildetailhandel.dk/FrontServlet

What is the name of LPG? ?

Price per litre: approx SEK 4.83

Fitting: TYPE 2

*TURKEY

Perhaps the LPG capital of the world. Very easy to obtain.

What is the name of LPG? Otogaz

Price per litre: about 750,000TL per litre (=£0.37).

Fitting: TYPE ?

*UK

LPG is widely available in the UK at fuel stations. The gas supplied is often a mixture of butane and propane and the mixture varies with the time of year. (The largest LPG supplier in the UK (Calor) says its Autogas is commercial propane, supplied to British Standard 4250). For a list of suppliers of LPG see www.lpga.co.uk
What is the name of LPG? Autogas

Price per litre: £0.39 (=€0.56) or a few pennies less

Fitting: TYPE 1,(3)

!URUGUAY

LPG does not appear to be available.

What is the name of LPG?

Price per litre:

Fitting:

YUGOSLAVIA (see SERBIA and also MONTENEGRO)

LPG IN THE UK

1
LPG is available in two forms:

· in pressurised containers (generally known as “gas bottles”)

· in bulk, from a pump at fuel stations where the price includes high fuel tax. It is also available at a small number of other places which supply LPG for domestic use only and where the tax is much lower.

2
Gas in bottles is widely available throughout the UK. There are many different suppliers but only one of them – Calor - has a nationwide network. Bottles are hired (the same hire system as in France). Empty bottles are exchanged for full ones (the same exchange system as France).

3
It is not possible to have a foreign bottle filled in the UK.

4
If you are touring and decide to use UK gas bottles, Calor is the only sensible choice. You could use Camping Gaz but this is a very expensive option as the gas costs a lot and the largest bottle (2.72kg) is really too small for our purposes. However the bottles are exchangeable throughout Europe and reputedly 101 countries worldwide.

5
Calor supplies butane (blue) and propane (red) bottles. There are three sizes in each – the butane bottles are 15, 7 and 4.5kgs, and the propane bottles are 13, 6 and 3.9 kgs. Propane is the best choice if touring in the UK in winter: butane will not function in very cold weather.

6
Calor bottles require a regulator which may be fitted to the top of the container or nearby and connected through special hoses. A different regulator is required for propane and butane bottles.

7
Calor bottles are supplied through a very extensive network, including many fuel stations. See www.calor.co.uk. Regulators are available from main Calor dealers and from caravan shops.

8
LPG (Autogas) is now widely available in the UK at fuel stations (though there are far fewer LPG outlets than in France or Italy for example). If you have a gas tank, this is the system to use. For a list of suppliers of LPG (Autogas) see www.lpga.co.uk



You can buy a copy of this guide at http://www.lpga.co.uk/refueling_stations2.htm

10
A Dutch Bayonet adapter is needed when filling up at Autogas stations.

LB

GAS FITTINGS AND ADAPTERS FOR LPG TANKS

with thanks to Len Morris (sales@lpgautopower.freeserve.co.uk), Derek Elwood and MTH Autogas http://www.mthautogas.co.uk/.
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As you can see, there is range of adapters that allow any filler to connect to any tank. Nevertheless, with the right ones, you should be able to fill up in most places.

In the UK, there are two standards. One is the British 1.25” ACME thread, the other is the Dutch Bayonet. The first is popular at sites which sell gas for utility purposes (cooking and heating). The second is the normal standard for dispensing Autogas road fuel.

In the UK, most filling stations used to keep a range of adapters so that visitors from abroad could always fill up. Due to accidents with the use of adapters, and theft, the major outlets (Shell, BP, etc) have stopped handing them out.

Compiled by Les Brook
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