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ASSOCIATION NEWS
The Marne/Seine balade June/July 2005. The President looked back at the balade
and made the following observations:

1 The balade took place during the hottest period of the year so far and it
was fortunate that the daily schedule wasn’t too hectic as we wouldn’t
have had the energy for lots of visits.

2 Although Lucette only came out of hospital the day before the balade
started, she and Jacques managed to attend most of the events on the
first few days and joined the rest of the group for the balade from the 18",
On their return home, Jacques unfortunately walked into a glass door so it
was then his turn to be hospitalised! He’'s now recovering but is not yet

fully mobile.

3 Budget: it was not an expensive balade.

4 Thank you to everyone for the gifts offered to Jacques and Lucette at the
end of the balade.

5 There was a surprising absence of the threatened anti-camping car

barriers at the places we stopped.
And finally he thanked our hosts, guides, the participants -- everyone who had
contributed to the success of the balade.

POST CARDS FROM:

Gaby & Christiane Rambault. Quebec. Greetings from a group of 8 vans who’ve
been travelling for 3 weeks. It was a superb trip, very well-organised and we’ve got
lots of happy memories of it to keep.

Pierrette & Jacques Lenoble, in the Sologne area of France. We very much
enjoyed your book about your African trip. | hope that you really have stopped
smoking! We might head for Morocco this winter, but no further south, and in the
meantime we’ll see you in Paris...

Editor’s note: Yes we met up in Paris and, yes, I've stopped smoking.

Jo & Jo Courtin, Labrang, 15 June 2005. A big hello from Tibet. “Xiaha” to all our
friends on the balade. We’re on our way to Beijing which we shall reach in a fortnight.
The people are amazing...

Danie & Daniel Meunier, 22 June 2005. We've been in Turkey for a month and are
going along the Black Sea en route for Greece. We're receiving a very warm
welcome in the countryside, but our inability to speak or understand the language is a
real problem.

E-MAILS

From Jacqueline and Christiane Dumas.

We’'ve arrived in Halifax...

On the 18 May 2005 we picked up our van with no problems from the Halifax Eastern
Passage port.

The Zeebrugge — Halifax crossing cost us 1913.55 Euros plus $105 on arrival,
whereas we would have paid 3200 Euros by leaving from Le Havre (and that doesn’t
include all the disembarking charges)

It was cold, wet and windy, but the Canadians are very welcoming and helpful.
There’s no problem about spending the night on supermarket carparks; the
supermarkets offer a wide choice of delicious take-away meals... The average price
of diesel is about 0.60 Euros a litre. It’s easy to download and send photos from the
USB port via a memory stick to the internet booths in Halifax City Library — easy and
freel



On 28 May 2005 we reached Caraquet, capital of Acadia, on the evening before the
opening of the Acadian village (a very interesting site). In Gaspesia, most of the
tourist offices and municipal van parking areas don’t open till the second week in
June. Fortunately the boat which crosses the Saint Laurent to the Charlevoix banks
goes to Riviere du Loup and the sun comes out again.

Here we are in Thunder Bay after visiting Quebec, Montreal, the main sights of
Quebec, particularly Upper Canada Village (historic village), Niagara Falls (both
American and Canadian sides) where we spent the night on a large car park facing
the falls. We admired the magnificent scenery of the great lakes Ontario, Eyrie,
Huron, Superior. On the way we were moved when we came across the “French
river”.

Tomorrow we shall go to Kakabeka Falls and will continue on our long route to
Alaska.

MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT

The President commented that he was due to go to Sillans La Cascade at the end of
July but has had to cancel this trip for family reasons. However, he hopes to travel
south in August and meet up with some of you...

A PHONE CALL...

Jacques Liebart, quartier Maugariel, 83440 Saint Paul en Foret, France has put out
an appeal for old mobile phones with charger and battery. If you have any you don’t
use any more, please send them to him at the above address as he’s collecting them
to send to his friend Mouhamadou in Senegal.

NARBONNE ACCESSORIES
It appears that this so-called discount card incurs charges and is more trouble than
it's worth.

CATHAR COUNTRY BALADE
Andre and Ginette Bertrand announce that the balade is full with a waiting list. If you
are going on this balade, please make sure that they have all your details.

AGM 2005

On the other hand, not many responses have yet been received regarding the AGM,
so please sign up for this as soon as possible.

Schedule

Friday 23 September

Vans can arrive from 4pm on the car park of the Salle de Reunions (meeting room) at
Les Adrets (Centre C, Claire CARREFOUR - PQO).

18.30/19.00 Welcome aperitif and buffet.

Saturday 24 September

09.00 AGM opens

12.30 Lunch supplied by caterer

15.00 AGM continues with reports and discussion of trips planned
18.30/19.00 Communal meal (all to contribute)

Sunday 25 September

09.00 Planned trips (continued)

12.00 Communal meal (all to contribute) with Champagne provided by the
Association

15.00 Videos of trips and tidy the room...

Directions to Les Adrets
Approaching via A9 Motorway (Narbonne to Perpignan)
Exit no 41 PERPIGNAN NORD



1% roundabout, take the 3" exit, D83 to LE BARCARES
Carrefour Commercial Centre roundabout***, take 2" exit on the right Exit No. 4

* roundabout, take the 3™ on the right, go past Norauto, Alu Catalan, Take the first
road on the right, go past Kalitera, then the LES ADRETS car park — AGM meeting
room.
Motorhome service point — on the A9 motorway, LA PALME rest area at the Shell
service station, after SIGEAN, just before exit 40 to LEUCATE
Approaching via N9 road (Narbonne to Perpignan)
900 metres before leaving the N9 there’s a sign for the D83 to LE BARCARES. Take
this road and go to the roundabout, then take the 6" on the right, D83 to LE
BARCARES, then follow signs to the CARREFOUR Commercial Centre and follow
directions from *** above.

FIAT FRANCE
Sent an amusing reply to Claude Bourgeon of Nice, regarding the 84 decibels results
of an engine sound test taken while the van engine was switched off!

FOR SALE

A blue campervan currently in the USA. 1988 Dodge Ram 250, 179,000 km on the
clock, synthetic oil transmission, 19 foot, for 2 people. Bodywork good. Ready to go.
Price 6,000 Euros. Contact alvarezstg@yahoo.com

GAMBIA

Why not visit Gambia now that Mauritania and Senegal have been opened up? For
more information contact Michele and Jean Decitre on +33 (0)3 36 07 22 58 03
(France) or 00 220 779 88 01 (Gambia) ore-mail mich.decitre@wanadoo.fr

POSTCARD FROM BALADE

Helene and Felix Fenech, Roger Cortade, Serge Rousset, Les Brook, Madeleine
Milliard, Robert Gastaud and Monique Brouquet thank everyone who sent the
postcard from Blandy.

CHINA

Xu Weimin raymondxwm@yahoo.fr sent an e-mail to our president confirming that he
still works with Mme Shen in the same travel agency. He will be happy to act as
guide and help with arrangements for any trips that members may make to China.

GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD

In this article Jacques Lenoble explains how he uses a breadmaking machine to
bake bread while the van is travelling.. He uses a 600W converter (inverter?) which is
more powerful than his 380W breadmaker, connected to his battery by a 5 something
cable with 30 amp fuse. The process takes 3 and a half hours and the engine should
not be turned off this period.

LONG ARTICLES IN THE BULLETIN WHICH HAVE NOT YET BEEN TRANSLATED
On the road to Scandinavia.

Mormons, Wyoming, Yellowstone etc

On the Guadalajara road



