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Summary 
 
Front Cover 
 Photos taken in Mauritania, Captions:  
Fishermen returning in the evening.  
A pause before climbing the sand dunes 
Lovely colonial houses in St Louis that have been restored 
Individualism has its merits, but sometimes solidarity is better! 
The unforgettable circuit from Atar to Ouadane on the road through the sand after a night in a 
Berber tent at the foot of a huge sand dune 
 
Page 1 
Column 1 
 Welcome to new members from the UK 
 Amendments to phone / e-mail addresses 
 Planned trips: J & M Guilhot plan to join the Silk Route 2006 party and wondered what was 
happening about this. Yannick Andre is also interested. Editor says that it’s taking shape but 
needs some co-ordination. Joelle & Denis Maumier are planning to go to Mauritania in 
January 2006. Let them know if you’re interested. 
Details of a travel agency in Algeria who can give advice and provide a guide. 
Message from the Munch family: visit their web site www.family-dreamtime.net to read about 
their three amazing weeks in Iran. Now they’re back in Turkey and will tell you more about 
that soon. 
The Lamande family’s tour of Australia is now at an end. They’re sent the editor lots of 
detailed e-mails which he hasn’t room to publish, but if you’re interested he can forward them 
to you or you can contact jml-circuit@wanadoo.fr 
 
Column 2 
First article is about 6 French crews’ circuit of the Mediterranean earlier this year, and refers 
specifically to Egypt. 
In the second article Dirk & Lucette Bogaert review two campsites in Mendoza, Argentina and 
recommend Circulo de Suboficiales del Ejercito. It’s an army campsite and they also give 
directions to it. They’ve been travelling for 5 months in Argentinian and Chilean Patagonia 
and will send information on those countries if you contact them at the e-mail address given. 
 
Page 2 
Column 1 
 Association News 
Jacques had provided an update on the June balade “La Marne entre en Seine”. Have not 
translated the details as they only apply to two UK crews, but members should be aware that 
Jacques has done sterling work organising this balade as Lucette is currently in hospital for 
observation as a result of a heart problem. 
 The Provins Mediaeval Festival 
14 vans will join Marcel Lecorre for this before joining the balade. 
Postcards from: 
Christian Hurault, Dakar, 2 May.”I read your little book all in one go and then passed it on to 
a bank official in Nouadhibou. Members travelling through there will be able to recognise him!” 
BC (?) Sagamihara, Japan, 12 May. “Hi everyone. Spring is the best season to visit Japan 
(April-May when the cherry trees are in blossom and before it gets too hot. What’s more, the 
dollar/Euro exchange rate is working in our favour!” 
Editor’s note: Cherry trees aren’t bad when they’ve got cherries on either! The Euro is playing 
yoyo andif my anonymous contributors don’t reveal themselves soon, I’m going to have to 
initiate enquiries into WHO went to Japan in May 2005… 
Raymonde Gomez, Agadez, 18 February. “From Agadez, in Nigeria we’re going to try to 
head towards the Ténéré desert. We’ve just crossed the Adrar and the Tagant in Mauritania 
and I thought my last moment had arrived… I left France in a 4 x 4, but I’ll return by plane… 
Editor’s note: I know that postal deliveries are slow, but in case, as in the one following, it’s 
partly my fault! 



Simone & Denis Lahaye, Nouakchott, 7 February… the article which follows on page 3 will 
tell you all about what they’ve been up to… 
 
Page 2 
Column 2 
 An article about the Silk Route Club Castle Donington weekend 
 Comment about where the Equator actually is. 
Paul Gouwy is now back home after his spell in hospital. That’s why you may not have 
been able to contact him on the phone number given in the last bulletin. 
Editor’s note: apologies for more errors that usual in this bulletin. 
 
Pages 3 & 4 
Simone & Denis Lahaye’s account of their trip through Mauritania and Senegal, form 
27 Jan to 5 March 2005. Will hope to get a translation of this at a later date. 
 
Page 5 
 Off to Scandinavia by Anne Collineau. Will hope to get a translation of this at a later 
date. 
 
Page 6 
Andre and Francois Helmbacher’s account of clandestine extra load in Tangiers. 
While waiting for the ferry in Tangiers they were aware of young Moroccans looking for an 
opportunity to stow away under a vehicle. They actually caught one under their van just as 
they were in the vehicle queue for boarding the ferry and he was taken away in by security. 
36 hours later they arrived in Sète where the police looked under every vehicle. It was 
Francois, however, who spotted another young Moroccan who had spent the ferry journey 
clinging to the bottom of their van. He was led away in handcuffs and put back on the boat. 
Editor’s note: when comparing ferry prices, bear in mind the 10 excellent meals and the 2 
breakfasts served on the Bidali during the 36 hour crossing (included in the price)and the fact 
that you don’t have to drive through Spain… 
The editor likes to provoke a reaction. Sometimes he thinks we’re too apathetic so he 
tries to get a response. He says thank you to all those who agreed with him about the 
anonymous letter he referred to in last month’s bulletin. 
Africa, beautiful Africa… Claude Isambert says the web site will be up and running from 
June. He did a very extensive trip in a group of 4 vehicles two years ago. Web site address at 
the end of the article. 
Our Australian members Peter & Diane Kincaids have arrived in South-East Asia and 
are heading for China… They’d heard Singapore doesn’t allow campervans in, but a contat 
out there wrote and told them they were accepted. However, they recommend that you don’t 
put the words “camping-car” on your “grey card” as they couldn’t get a permit to drive it 
because of that. They should have been towed to the Malaysian border, but finally they were 
allowed to drive to the border, accompanied by the Automobile Association truck! 
 
Back cover: 
Photos taken by British members on the 2004 trip from Isphahan to Mongolia 


