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CHARLIE IN THE AMERICAS1 
dedicated to the memory of Jean Moriot and his book Camion aux 
Ameriques 
 
PART 1 
From Canada (Halifax) to Mexico (Mexico City) 
 
Our faithful companion, beast of burden, lodgings, left Zeebrugge 
early September 2004 to arrive in Halifax on the 16th. We joined it 
on the 20th. Our progress was rapid in the north so that we could 
spend more time in the south: we followed the coast from Delaware 
to the south of Florida (Key West) and then the Gulf of Mexico (we 
have kept central Florida and Orlando for another time) to Louisiana 
where we met up with our friends Marcel and Monique (Keyaerts) 
and Jean-Claude and Yvette (Griffoin), then on to San Antonio and 
our entry into Mexico at Nuevo Laredo. We zig-zagged though the 
colonial towns down to Mexico City which we reached in early 
January. 
 
In short: 
 
we liked or appreciated… 
 
IN CANADA 
 

                                   
1 Charlie is the name of our Rapido on a Peugeot Boxer 
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The ease and speed at which we recovered our motorcaravan. 
It was impeccable, nothing had been touched (thank you 
Wallenius) 
Quebec, the old town and the museum of civilisation, the view 
from the castle 
We loved the Isle of Orleans, with its scenery which reminded 
us of Normandy and its apple trees, the pretty wooden 
houses, traces of the first French settlers, the calm and quiet 
The banks of the Saint Lawrence with its small villages and 
steep slopes (Port au Persil) 
The belugas in the river Saguenay, some whales in the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence 
The friendliness of our ‘cousins’. 

 
IN THE USA 
 

The wooden houses, beautifully decorated and painted, 
sometimes 3 storeys high but often just one storey 
The traffic without jams even in the big cities. (Without our 
gas bottles which would have meant we couldn’t use the 
tunnels, we were able to drive without any problem through 
Manhattan) 
The possibility of parking at night, in general with no problem, 
in all the big commercial centres 
Access to internet (free) in all bookshops: there are a lot of 
them! 
The Taconic state parkway going down to New York. 
(Normally forbidden to motorcaravans) 
Chinatown, Broadway, Central Park, Manhattan and the 
Statue of Liberty seen from Staten Island  
Some parts of New Jersey with beautiful wooden houses and 
British type lawns 
Thousands of wild geese at Woodland beach wildlife area 
The walk on the ‘board walk’ at Rehoboth Beach 
The big bridge-tunnel of Chesapeake Bay, 33kms long with 2 
tunnels 2 kms long  
The narrow strip of land which forms a barrier to protect the 
coast (Outer Bank-Hatteras) 
Savannah, its historical district, Spanish moss which grows all 
over the trees, its calm and the chance to spend the night in 
the Visitor Center car park 
Saint Augustine, the old city and its alligator farm  
The Kennedy Space Center (ex Cape Canaveral) and its giant 
rockets  
Fort Lauderdale, its canals and houses on the water front  
Miami Beach, the art deco neighbourhood in the evening; the 
villa Vizcaya museum  
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Key West: the Bahamas Village neighbourhood and a very 
caribbean America  
The Everglades: the trip to Flamingo and especially Royal 
Palm early in the morning: alligators, egrets, herons, ibis, 
snake birds, doe..  
Naples, a charming tourist town with its ‘pier’ and its 
fishermen  
The walk along the beach at Sanibel Island and the Darling 
wildlife refuge with its birds and its flamingos  
Sarasota: the magnificent Ringling Estate Museum (house, 
museum and park)  
Saint Petersbourg: the Dali museum  
Pensacola, the Naval Aviation Museum. Super: aeroplanes 
everywhere, even hanging from the ceiling; reconstructions as 
large as life, part of the inside of an aircraft carrier (even the 
characteristic smell of leather was there), a camp in the 
Pacific Islands during WW2... and the Air Force Armament 
museum several kilometres away 
New Orleans - of course - with its French quarter, its style and 
atmosphere. We would have liked to have stayed longer 
Lafayette, its Acadian remains, Acadian Village and Vermillon 
Ville, from where the French have practically disappeared. 
Lake Martin 
San Antonio: Fort Alamo (for souvenirs), walk along the 
pretty canal in the centre of town, the San José Mission. 

 
IN MEXICO 
 

The friendliness of the Mexicans  
Zacatecas, its atmosphere, its colours, the view from the 
cable car, mask museum  
Guadalupe: the chapel  
The pottery of Dolores Hidalgo  
The atmosphere of Guanajuato, the market in the form of a 
station, the view of the town from the Carretera Panoramica  
San Miguel de Allende: its church decked with flowers, 
processions in the town of the Madonna of Guadalupe 
represented by a young girl - better than a statue! A 
procession of figures miming a battle with swords and music: 
the Mexicans against the soldiers of Napoleon III! 
Queretaro, the centre of the town is lively, its churches are 
decorated with flowers with a constant flow of weddings and 
baptisms… it must be that time of year. From the church they 
throw money and sweets to the children, like when I was 
young 
Morelia: superb architecture around the cathedral, lively 
pedestrian streets  
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At Ocampo, the Santuario Mariposa Monarca: thousands 
(some say millions - but I didn’t count) of butterflies which fly 
around in the afternoon hanging like grapes from the trees. 
They come from Canada to breed and die 
Mexico City: the Zocalo and its environs, Indian dances, 
storytellers, healers (a bit like the atmosphere of the Djena El 
Fna square in Marrakech), the fair at the Plaza de la Republica 
with its fairground attractions from another epoch, its crowds, 
its family atmosphere; its beautiful avenues with many 
‘glorieta’ (roundabouts), its parks; its markets, its 
undergound (the rails are French), the Frimont Hotel, near the 
Plaza de la Republica, for its big covered car park where we 
left our motorcaravan during our stay in Mexico and took a 
room at a reasonable price (about €17); and especially the 
anthropology museum which lacks translations in English, 
dates, and a multi-lingual audio system 
Around Mexico City: Teotihuacan, city of the gods, capital of 
an ancient civilisation, an empire which extended from 
Honduras and the first pre-Columbian site of our visit. 

 
We didn’t like and sometimes hated: 
 

The start of the journey from Halifax to Quebec: a 
monotonous road with stunted trees  
Manhattan, its streets are gloomy, the light penetrates with 
difficulty and the streets are badly lit in the evening: a lot of 
buildings look their age  
Amish country, not at all as we imagined it: a few rare 
authentic specimens in their traps pulled by horses swamped 
by a flood of cars; and commercial activity, craftsmanship 
owing more to machine than man  
Georgia, very wooded, but with a lot of mobile homes in a bad 
way 
The east coast of Florida, overdeveloped: access to the sea is 
difficult  
The fact that we only had a visa for 3 months to Mexico 
whereas our Belgium friends got 6 months without any 
problem  
The tunnel at Guanajuato, where our friend Marcel’s 
motorcaravan touched the roof even though we had hired a 
guide to help us through this labyrinth and find a parking 
space. He’d assured us it would pass 
The sleeping policemen (to slow down the traffic) in nearly 
every town and village, often badly signposted and which 
tested our suspension 
The theft from Marcel’s motorcaravan while we were visiting 
Puebla, and the attitude of the police whose principal 
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preoccupation was to get rid of us as quickly as possible so as 
to declare the theft to the Ministry, without questioning or 
taking down the identity of two witnesses. Stolen: clothes, 
camera, radio, mobile phone, aeroplane tickets, medicines, 
glasses... tequila and cold beers! 
The slowness and inefficiency of UPS for the despatch of spare 
parts for Jean-Claude. Obviously UPS isn’t any more efficient 
in the USA than in China! (N.B. Some French people whom we 
met in Cancun received parts for their 4x4 in 3 days by 
Fedex) 
The serious engine breakdown of Jean-Claude’s motorcaravan 
which obliged him to interrupt his trip just before reaching 
Mexico 

 
We were surprised by: 
 

The large number of shopping centres (large and medium) 
which lined the outskirts of the large American cities, with few 
customers (how do they make money?) 
The number of disabled and overweight people in 
supermarkets (where is the young, active American?) 
The electric carts that we find in supermarkets, for disabled 
and obese clients to do their shopping  
In the supermarkets the number of old people who are 
employed in small jobs, probably to compensate for a poor 
retirement pension: packing purchases in plastic bags, 
surveillance… 
Supermarket self-service checkouts where clients scan their 
own purchases and pay by cash or credit card  
The road surfaces in the USA, which were often bad  
The often poor state of the distribution network for electricity  
The non-existence of natural milk products, ie without aroma, 
colouring, fruit, sugar, salt, artificial flavouring..  
Two and a half months after the last cyclones in Florida and 
Alabama numerous piles of wood and debris still litter the 
pavements. (Isn’t there any manpower in the States?). 
Very few Mexicans speak English. Even at the border 
(immigration and customs) and tourist sites. 

 
Serge et Christiane Herviou 
 
 
POSTCARDS FROM… 
 
Bernadette and Christain Lathulière, Memphis (Egypt). January. 
Wonderful impressions on this cruise-voyage. We’d like to share 
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them with all those in the Club! The AGM on the banks of the Nile? 
Good idea, eh? 
 
Michel Barbaudy, on the Nile, close to Esna, January 13. 45 
minutes delay on the flight and arrived at Luxor at 2. 30 of the 
morning. Monday, boat to Aswan, and Tuesday, departure at 3. 45 
of the morning, in bus, for Abu Simbel. It is splendid but the crowd 
was too big and spoiled it. Not well known is the fact that Aswan is 
a large Arab city: 1 200 000 inhabitants! Thebes, Karnak, are on 
the programme. Very good weather but very fresh wind the 
afternoon and the evening. 
 
They all are there! 
 
Helene and Felix Fenech, Jeannot, You Lormant, Yves and Annie 
Polge, Dakhla, January 17. To make you dream: this morning at 8 
hours, 19° in the motor home and 17 outside. All that’s missing is 
blue sky: grey today. 
 
Serge and Christiane Herviou, Monique and Marcel Kayaert, Mexico 
City, January 27. After the colonial cities, we are at the Maya sites 
and it is from Yucatan that we send to all our best wishes. The 
voyage continues without Jean-Claude and Yvette. Short side-trip to 
Belize and Guatemala for the site of Tikap. It was worth it! 
 
Yves and Annie Polge, Zagora, January 30. We joined the Fenechs 
at Algeciras and here we are in Morocco for one month already, 
crossing back and forth over the Grand Sud to find the sun and 
heat. 
 
…and MAIL 
 
Morocco. 6 January 2005. We met up with Thérèse and Robert 
Duguerry. Minus 10° in the Atlas. We’re heading to the coast! 
Félix and Hélène Fenech 
 
 
ABOUT FILTERING DIESEL… 
 
Water in diesel fuel comes from tanks which are empty and exposed 
to temperature variations, or from infiltration. Since the diesel 
engine was invented, removing this water has been a major worry 
but solutions have been found. The most common one, a filter to 
decant the water, was the most efficient. 
 
With the arrival of common rail engines and injection at high 
pressure, the problem has re-surfaced. Even if the older generation 



BULLETIN 125  - 7 - 

of engines worked badly with water in the fuel, a good purge and a 
good cleaning of the injectors brought everything back to normal. 
But today, the presence of water in the injectors together with the 
pressure used, transforms the least water particle into a ‘missile’ 
which will destroy either the injector or the piston. It is therefore 
imperative to eliminate the water from the fuel. 
 
Whilst in Europe, the risk isn’t high but does exist. Water is heavier 
than diesel and normally rests at the bottom of the tank. But a tank 
which is nearly empty is in fact a mixture of diesel and water. If you 
fill up at this point, your tank is a mixture and the filter won’t be 
efficient enough to cope. 
 
The big problem with lightweight diesel vehicles is that, because of 
the price, the constructors position a high pressure feed pump in 
the tank (avoiding the need to fit a low pressure pump) and it’s 
therefore impossible to fit a pre-filter decanter/separator because 
this only resists a pressure of 2 bars (and you need several 
hundred). 
 
Several Iveco engine based vehicles don’t have a pump in the tank 
and it is therefore possible to fit a pre-filter decanter/separator if 
you go to a good diesel engineer. The last generation of Land 
Rovers is equipped with a TD5 engine and suffers from this 
problem. Land Service, a specialist in Land Rovers for expeditions 
has found a simple and efficient solution from Parker/Racor, a US 
specialist in filtering diesel for heavy duty vehicles. 
 
They offer a funnel which separates water at a rate of 15l/minute. 
There’s no need to modify the vehicle but filling up takes longer. 
The price from Land Service is €40 plus carriage. Order from Land 
Service, 2 Rue de l’ecole, 95420 Omerville, France. Tel 01 34 67 76 
85, fax 01 34 67 71 85. On the internet, look at 
www.4x4landservice.com. 
 
Bon voyage – with no worries 
 
Michel Lafourcade 
 
 
One voyage finishes, another starts… 
TOUR OF THE LEVANT 2005 
 
We leave on 20 January at 14.00h from Marseilles to Tunis, and 
cross Tunisia and Libya, to be at the Egyptian frontier on the 2nd 
February. There we will meet up with a French Egyptologist, a 
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history professor who speaks Arabic, and his chauffeur, for a 45 day 
visit. 
 
17 March. Ferry from Nuweiba (on the Red Sea) to Aqaba in Jordan. 
Then Syria on 1 April, and Turkey 13 April. Return to the Rhone 
Alpes around 26 April. 
 
The team: Jean-Paul and Jacqueline AUFFRAY from Nantes, Michel 
and Micheline BONJEAN from Grenoble, José and Claude GASULL 
from Bourg en Bresse, Pierre and Lucette MICHEL from Savoie, 
Gérard and Gisèle MULATON from Villefranche en Beaujolais. (We 
are 6 motorcaravans, or as we say in France domobiles). We will 
explain our programme by sharing with you our discovery of these 
regions which are rich in history and monuments. 
 
We all arrived at our the rendezvous on 19 January at the Carrefour 
car park at Vitrolles. The twelve of us will leave for the adventure 
together. First we learn that because of the Mistral [wind], the 
Carthage was delayed and will arrive tomorrow during the day. The 
departure time has been shifted by 24 hours. We spend the night 
on the dock, a little noisy. Clear sky, full moon. 
 
20 January, drive around the Étang de Berre. The Istres side is very 
nice and is protected from the Mistral. Park up at Carry, on the 
coast. As noisy as yesterday’s lorries. 
 
21 January. Departure at 06.00 for la Joliette. There are 18 Voyages 
Theiller motorcaravans. We wait for the boat which arrives at 
15.00h. Embarkation, rush for the electric socket outlets, dinner 
offered by the company by way of excuse for the delay. 
 
Arrived in Tunis at 15.00h. The formalities had been done on board 
so rapid exit. But Pierre and Michel’s CB had to be sealed up: they 
had declared it. We left customs at nightfall, filled up at 2FF (francs) 
a litre, motorway. 21.00h at El Jem, camp outside the coliseum, the 
biggest in Africa. 
 
23 January. Visited the site and the market - tomatoes and fresh 
peas, a feast. Back on the road through the olive trees. José takes 
us to a beach for dinner, then we find a pleasant spot for the night 
near Ben Gardane, on the edge of the lagoon. There were 18 
motorcaravans there, but the beaches are immense. 
 
24 January. It’s still 36km to the border. The rendezvous with the 
guide is at 09.30 and we’re on time. We put our watches forward by 
an hour. The paperwork is done. The 18 Thellier vans arrive at 
08.00 and finish before us. Finally we leave customs at 13.00h, 
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having attached our Arabic number plate with wire. The road is 
crowded with heavily laden lorries. We are surprised by the way the 
Libyans drive! The road is dual carriageway but they overtake in the 
third position [the third, outside lane?]. It’s difficult to drive at more 
than 70kph. Park up in the large car park at Sabrata,... with the 18 
motorcaravans! 
 
Since leaving Tunisia it’s been about 24°C in the day with evenings 
at 7°/10°. We listen to the weather forecast in France: it’s lucky 
we’ve left! 
 
25th January. Visit the site in the morning, 13.30h departure for 
Tripoli, 70km, the guide is in front in a car driven by the tourist 
police. It’s difficult to keep the guide in sight and not get lost: each 
of us has to regulate his speed according to the vehicle behind as 
it’s the only way not to get lost when you drive in convoy. A car 
park near the castle, the museum and the souk. Visit the medina, 
the ceremonial arch of Marcus Aurelius. Sleep. 
 

To be continued 
Jean-Paul and Jacqueline Auffray 
 
 
 
THE MEDIAEVAL FESTIVAL OF PROVINS 
June 11 and 12 
 
SUMMARY TRANSLATION 
 
As an aperitif before the balade, Michel Le Corre suggests that you 
might park in the forest and treat yourself to a visit to the 
mediaeval festival of Provins on June 11 and 12. 
 
Provins is a World Heritage site and has organised an annual 
festival for 22 years. It now attracts 70,000 people. 
 
The cost is only €8 for 2 days, and is free if you dress in mediaeval 
costume. 
 
 
 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
TUNISIA, LIBYA AND EGYPT 
10 November 2004 
 
TUNISIA: Some taxes on the ferry and currency exchange in the 
port (nothing in 2004, just red tape) 
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LIBYA: A return journey of 16 days (out and return - guides Abdoul 
and Fossi respectively). 
 
Make sure that at the border you have photocopies of all 
documents, receipt from your Egyptian contact and the relevant 
forms, 2 copies per person. 
 
It’s possible to travel unaccompanied in a small group of up to 4 
members. The formalities at the border take all day. The visa lasts 
2 months. 
 
Address of the Egyptian tour organizer: S.Saudi Egyptian Building 
Corporation - www:net@moussa.net - El Nozhat Street, Héliopolis, 
CAIRO. PAN ARAB TOURS B.P. P.O. Airport 6027 - Pat@moussa.net. 
Support 04: France Mondial Tourisme Concept. Negociation Agence 
Libyienne/France (organise the double visa in writing). SHIBANI 
Mustafa, 53 avenue de l’Arche, Courbevoie 92400 Fax: 01 41 25 77 
47 and 06 85 57 65 02 (Tripoli Agence OISEAU BLEU). 
 
Get your daily itinerary approved, with places you will camp up. 
 
Have your passport stamped at the immigration service at Tobruk 
(outward 2x15DL, return 2x10DL paid in €€€) 
 
EGYPT: For a 30 day visa (you can have a longer one but you must 
pay more), thanks go to Hélène Mustapha. Even if you have help at 
the border, have your paperwork ready as for Libya. 
 
The price [of the package] is inclusive, except for tips, assistance 
[vehicle recovery?], border taxes. (The tryptique (CTC = Customs 
Transit Carnet) is €500: the old carnet de passage en douane has 
been abandoned. Included are: entrance to 36 sites, 5-star cruise 
on Lake Naser, Eternal Nubia travel agency, a 4x4 vehicle plus an 
Egyptologist for the visits, all the convoy permits, a second 4x4 for 
the Coloured Canyon, secure car park at Aswan with 220v, 7 night 
cruise. Tips, diesel and extras are not included. 
 
Exchange Rates. The euro is worth >$1.20. A budget of €6500+ is 
reasonable for this mythical journey. Bring €1500/2000+ for extras 
and presents, half in small denominations of €5,10, and 20, the rest 
in 50 or 100. Remember credit card charges are +2%. 
 
Ramadan started 17 October 2004 (6 Oct in 2005). 
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COSTS IN FULL, based on a DEPARTURE FROM 
MARSEILLES 
[in French: it’s not THAT difficult to understand! Figures are 
in €€€ Ed] 
 
1050 + 150 + 1054 + 4255 = €6509 
 
Euro-Mer, FERRY A/R Marseille-Tunis     1050 
 
 
TUNISIE : en 2004, budget        145 
Le dinard tunisien, DT est divisé en millimes 
GASOIL coût :       0,475 DT le litre soit 0,32 
Gasoil pour la Tunisie 600 km x2 = 1200 km; 44 arrondi à  45 
À l’arrivée à la Goulette, faire le change sur le port et le plein de 
gasoil dès la sortie vers Tunis. Il faut prévoir du carburant pour 700 
km et 4 nuitées sur la côte à l’Aller. Je pense qu’il faut changer 
(avec le retour) un minimum de       100 
 
LIBYE : en 2004, budget        1187 
Dossiers Visas réglés avant départ, 652 + 92 =     744 
(Aller et Retour 4000 km et un total de 14 jours) 
GASOIL coût : 0,12 DL le litre soit €0,08 
Gasoil pour la Libye 2000 km x 2 = 4000 km; €36,80 arrondi à 37 
Frais de Guide (16 j X 16¤)        256 
Changer dès la sortie de frontière sur la droite (sauf modifications)
      Changer    150 
 
EGYPT : budget           4106 
Prestations de Mondial Tourisme Concept      3500 
A la frontière, triptyque réglé en euros        500 
Plaques Egyptiennes, €10, remboursé 3 =    7 
Le Circuit Egyptien est de 5100 km pour 30 jours 
GASOIL coût : 0,60 LE le litre soit €0,08 
Gasoil pour l’Egypte aller-retour, 5100 km : €46,92 arrondi à  47 
Pourboires et argent de poche €52  Changer    350 
Espèces minimum à emporter = 150+150+350   650 
 
A good rule of thumb is to take €1500-2000 (for extras and gifts). 
Cards are accepted just about everywhere, in ATMs and in banks 
accompanied by a passport (2% commission). 
 
Rates of exchange Octobre 2004: 
Europe €1 = Egypte (LE) 7.55/7.62 = Libye (LD) 1.633 = Tunisie (DT) = 1.535 
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Things that were not so good - in addition to the inevitable 
episodes over the duration of the trip, and overcome by the group - 
and some comments on our planning: 
 
1.We left too early in light of the dates of Ramadan. This didn’t 
influence the visit to the Egyptian sites, but it was very hot in Nubia 
(40/44°C in the shade) and in the Libyan desert (38/40°C). 
 
2. Don’t stock up with water: it is reasonably priced in Tunisia, 
Libya and Egypt 
 
3. Shibani’s ‘false’ double visa gave us the CTC ‘pass’. In 
consequence, we avoided paying to the Automobile Club de France 
€900 as security + a two month bank guarantee at 250% the value 
of the motorcaravans. Remember the visa takes 4 hours [to get]+ 2 
hours for the CTC and a 1 hour vehicle search - the whole day. 
 
4. Do spend three days in Cairo (Coptic neighbourhood and souks) 
and only one day in Alexandria, morning for the sites and evening 
for the markets by minibus. 
 
5. You have to declare CBs and GPS. 
 
What Mondial Tourisme offer: 
 
1. Help from Hélène at the border  
2. The 36 sites (except for the minibus) and the sites on the cruise 
which only cost €168 (incredibly low price); the right to film in 
temples only and to take photos (no flash) everywhere. 
3. A 4x4 in the White Desert and an outing to the Coloured Canyon 
- 257 kms (not possible in an afternoon with our motorcaravans). 
4. The four sons et lumières at Abu-Simbel, Sphinx, Luxor and 
Philae. 
5. The price of car park overnights (apart from the Aswan cruise) 
for €103 - but remember Kaladsha alone would cost €50!. We 
should have stayed at the Saara Hotel and taken a taxi to the 
holiday camp near the unfinished obelisk. Hélène’s choice of rooms 
with showers was obligatory. 
6. Hélène Mustapha and her team: professional, and well rewarded. 
7. The Eternal Nubia cruise for which we paid €470x2 was worth it, 
but 3 nights and 4 days is enough, and the return by EgyptAir has 
to be organised, or else you must return by charter or bus, 4/5 
hours to Aswan.  
8. Taking an extra CB for the 4x4 would be a good idea. 
 
The positives: 
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1. Hélène Mustapha helped us to visit the 36 sites, to make contact 
with the locals, and to be led by competent guides. 
2. The tryptique was good, even at €500. 
3. Cheap, good quality diesel. 
4. Minibuses, often at the sites and in town, four sons et lumières, 
the trek in the White Desert and the trip to the Coloured Canyon. 
(We would like to have visited the Sinai, but from Aqaba/Nuveiba). 
 
The group has therefore achieved the first grand tour of the 
Mediterranean since 1993, This mythical voyage can now be 
attempted by another group using our experience. 
 
To be followed up: 
 
seen at the port of Tripoli, the re-launched Martine Sala Euromer 
Groupe ferry. But the old route from Piraeus to Alexandria is still the 
shortest, with a stop in Crete. 
 
moreaumich@wanadoo.fr 
 
 
MAGICAL, AND EXPENSIVE, CHINA 
 
Diana and Peter Kincaid, new members from New South Wales, 
have a dream…to travel to China in their van. They are looking for 
travelling companions. I told them to give details (dates, itineraries) 
and keep you informed. If there are volunteers, get in contact. 
 
Les Brook 
 
 
PROJECT FOR 2004/2005: KAMPUCHEA VIA NORTHERN 
EUROPE AND CHINA 
 
I used the new address (in the last bulletin) for Jason Huang, 
director of Sichuan China Youth Travel Service. 
 
I forwarded to him by email, our route to China, our dates, and all 
other info. The answer was very fast (48 hours) and the result, very 
expensive (in my view). Total cost of their service with a guide for 
45 days: $12330 per vehicle/2 people. (Visas are not included nor 
any visits of course). 
 
What do you think? At this price, I am wondering if I shouldn’t go 
and settle down in China immediately. 
 



BULLETIN 125  - 14 - 

I think that our usual contacts should be consulted! Their price 
cannot be worse. But the Chinese guide is nevertheless less 
expensive than the one offered to our friend Jacques Lemancel for a 
visit to St Petersburg: €41 euros per day and... PER PERSON. 
 
Jacques COLLINEAU 
 
For the Chinese New Year I sent best wishes from the Association to 
our partners and guides, in Beijing (Chou, Tian, etc.). Perhaps we’ll 
need them! JM 
 
MORE PEOPLE WANTING TO GO TO CHINA…. 
Bruce Scott, Guy Bazin, Jean-Marc Flechard 
 
 
THE ROAD TO INDIA 
 
I’m continuing to convert my van, a Boxer 4x4. Then we’ll prepare a 
trip to India and Asia in several stages, alternating with return trips 
to France by plane. Departure: the end of September 2005. 
Travelling companions will be welcome. 
 
Robert Million 
 
LOOKING FOR A PARTNER 
 
I’m a charming, dynamic woman, with a sense of humour. Prof 
Outdoor catering prof and free as the air, I’m looking for a partner 
who has a campervan to visit Morocco together - and perhaps 
create something more. It’s a serious proposal... 
 
Dominique Brilleau 
dominique@neuf.fr 
 
 
THE CLUB INVADES MAURITANIA AND SENEGAL! 
 
Various members write…. 
 
FORMALITIES in MAURITANIA 
 
Visa essential. Variable cost! Can be obtained at the Mauritanian 
consulate in Casablanca. Apply in the morning, collect afternoon (if 
demand is not too great, if…). €20pp for 1 month with 1 entry, 
€40pp for 2 months and 2 entries. 
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Can also be obtained at the border, but more expensive (minimum 
€56pp). Possible extension at Nouakchott €4 or 6pp 
 
Vaccinations: yellow fever in theory obligatory. No frontier check, 
but very strongly recommended by the medical profession. Offered 
in France in specialist centres. Get it at least 1 month before 
departure. Anti-malaria: strongly advised if you go near the Senegal 
river*. Several possible forms of treatment. See your doctor. 
 
Insurances: an obligatory local insurance**. We were checked 
during our stay. Sort it in Nouadhibou or Nouakchott: impossible at 
the border. Not sensible but true! 
 
Money: a declaration has to be made at the border. They trusted 
us! On exit, declaration handed over with exchange receipts. Once 
again trusted. Official rate: ‘approximately’ 336 UM (Ouguias) for 
€1. You can obtain at least 395 UM with an official receipt in the 
Nouakchott market. Some lack of clarity in this matter, as in others. 
 
Bank cards: do not seem usable. We took cash (€€€). 
 
THE NOUADHIBOU – NOUAKCHOTT ROAD 
 
Contradictory information, often whimsical, circulates on this 
subject. Beginning and end of December 2004, the situation was as 
follows (distances to the entry into Nouadhibou). We found that it 
was unmetalled track on departing Nouadhibou for 5 to 6 km, and 
before and after Boulanouar from km marker 63 to 120. It is very 
easy to get stuck in sand in a traditional motorcaravan. From 350, 
for 85 km: the most worrying thing is metal [one the road? Not sure 
of the translation. Ed]. 
 
So in total, approximately 150 km of track. When we went through, 
work was progressing very slowly. Large sections are ready to be 
tarred at the approach to Nouakchott, and around Boulanouar some 
machines are still waiting to level the track. It does not seem 
sensible to make a forecast of the date of completion. 
 
No-man's land between the Moroccan and Mauritanian border posts: 
4 km of very stony track. It is wise to follow a vehicle that knows 
what they’re doing, for example a Moroccan truck. 
 
VARIOUS OTHER ISSUES 
 
Fuel: No problem. €0.5/litre. Last Moroccan station, 80 km before 
the border. 
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Water: No problem. It is very drinkable and good in Nouakchott. 
Undoubtedly in the other large centres too. 
Mineral water: €0.5 at Nouakchott. you can also find it at campsites 
and the small village shops, but to have a stock is a good idea. 
Vehicle: It is of course best to depart for the voyage with your van 
in good condition and especially, equipped with new or nearly new 
tires. An additional tire proved to be useful in our case. It is 
impossible to find them on the spot, even in Nouakchott. It was 
necessary to resort to the second-hand market and to be satisfied 
with ones that were almost the right size. Take a replacement air 
filter. 
Provisions: pretty good in Nouakchott, but less comprehensive 
elsewhere (bread, potatoes, onions). Prices higher than in Morocco. 
Coming from Dakhla, fill your van with fresh produce. 
Guides: difficult subject. I think I can recommend: Mohamed from 
Nouadhihou, tel 00222 6477949, and Malloum, the husband of 
Olivia, the person who runs the Menata campsite in Nouakchott 
Cost of a Nouakchott guide at the Moroccan border post: €100 for 2 
motorhomes. 
Small gifts are commonly requested by the police officers, 
gendarmes and customs officers at the entry to the large cities. 
When you run out of things to give, they don’t worry too much: 
“That’s a pity – have a good journey!”. 
Places to camp up: lots of room in the desert! Do not forget sun 
hats: 37° in the shade (but this is unusual) . 
 
Bonne route to you all. 
 
Rene and Jacqueline TANGUY 
 
*In the first half of 2003, the Mahaut group only met mosquitoes in 
Bamako. 
**And the ‘worldwide’ certificate was accepted everywhere. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Thanks again to Christian Hurault, our ‘special envoy’, who was able 
to deliver our letter, written in June 2003, to the manager of The 
Robinson2. It was returned in June 2004 (incomplete address!). 
 
I now have the answer: 
Thank you for the photos of my daughter Agathe and for the 
Association bulletin. The information in it are very interesting and 
helpful. As far as the dissatisfaction of some of our friends is 

                                   
2 The Robinson, Hydrobase, Saint-Louis-du-Sénégal. Tel 00 221 961 85 18 - Fax 
961 61 15 



BULLETIN 125  - 17 - 

concerned3, this incident is regrettable and will make us become 
more professional. I’m sure that next time you visit you’ll be happy 
with the progress we have made. Our best wishes to all your 
members and see you soon at The Robinson. 
 
Marcel Savi de Tové 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
26 November 2004 We’ve just arrived in Nouakchott on the new 
road: 230km of asphalt. At the start there is a 60km detour around 
the roadworks (but there isn’t a problem). At the end, 90km of 
exhausting undulations but they are working on it. We’ll give you 
more details when we have better facilities, but at the moment all is 
well, and the desert scenery magnificent. We haven’t seen a single 
motorcaravan since Dakhla. 
 
Elisabeth and Claude D’Amato 
 
A little further on they may have passed Thimjo and Tanguy, on 
their way back from Nouakchott without any major problems… 
around the 25 December? Even though Challenger or Hymer on Fiat 
aren’t the best adapted to the region! Antoine and Michèle met 
Jean-Louis and Gudrun Dinée on their way back at Layoune, they 
also have a Challenger Fiat and were on their way to Mauritania. 
Several days later (or earlier!) Réné Tanguy, met Denis, Simone 
Lahaye and three others also heading south! 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
22 January 2005. We’re heading off to Senegal tomorrow morning 
and we’re meeting Gleize (and his Ivéco 4x4) at the Mauritanian 
border. 
 
André and Francine Helmbacher 
 
 
Christian Dumas asked “Is there a route linking Central and 
South America, traversing the Panama Canal?”. the Hunters 
answered from Vancouver… 
SUMMARY OF SHIPPING OPTIONS - NORTH 
AMERICA TO SOUTH AMERICA 
March 2, 2005 
 
                                   
3 Michel Barbaudy had mentioned that he wasn’t welcomed and had parked in 
front of another establishment 
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This is an update of the article that appeared in the printed bulletin 
 
Connection between North and South America: 
 
There is no highway, road or vehicle trail between North and South 
America because of the "Darien Gap". The "gap" comprises about 
150 miles of unimproved, quite swampy, jungle and lies 
immediately south of the Panama border. The gap exists because, 
when the Americans were finally successful in constructing and 
operating the Panama Canal, they declared the land on either side 
of the canal to be part of a new country which they would control 
called "Panama". Naturally the Colombians were extremely upset 
because it was Colombia's land that was confiscated. Colombia has 
refused to construct, or allow to be constructed, a road to connect 
to Panama from South America. 
 
Shipping via a RORO vessel between South/Central America 
and North America 
 
Below are the Shipping lines we’ve identified as offering RORO 
service between North and South America. 
 
NYK Lines: 
http://www2.nykline.com/nykinfo/car_carrier_services/service_net
work/15.html 
 
NYK offers service to Venezuela, Brazil and Argentina on the east 
side of South America and through the Panama Canal to Ecuador, 
Chile and Peru on the west side of South America. (We’ve recently 
noticed that NYK appears to offers a service from Long Beach, 
California to the west coast of SA but to date we haven’t checked 
costs or availability for this option and if it is RORO). 
 
We have checked costs and found that NYK Lines offer the lowest 
prices and the largest port selection. In 2003 NYK estimated a price 
for shipping Bigfoot [the Hunter’s van] from Baltimore to Manta, 
Ecuador, of $US 1,200. At that time, NYK appeared to have three 
vehicle classes: 
 
Class 1 - cars and light trucks, which had the lowest cost 
Class 2 - smaller campers (including Bigfoot) 
Class 3: which included longer and heavier vehicles (over 5,000 kg) 
(cost looked to be about $ (US) 1,800). 
 
We’ve also received information of German overlanders who 
shipped their vehicle on an NYK RORO vessel from Puerto Caldera, 

http://www2.nykline.com/nykinfo/car_carrier_services/service_net
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Costa Rica (on the west coast) to Esmeraldas, Ecuador April 2004. 
This is the summary of their information: 
 
The boat trip took 3 days. Costs were: 
Shipping      $400 
Agent and customs in Costa Rica  $120 
Agent and customs costs in Ecuador $0 
 
NYK: contacts in Costa Rica are 
Milton Madriz, Nautica CentroAmericana,50 metros Norte de Neon 
Nieto, Tibas, Carretera a Santo Domingo de Heredia. 
Tel: 297-1202, or 297-3100 
email: nautica@racsa.co.cr mmadriz@nauticeam.co.cr  
 
Customs Broker Puerto Caldera Costa Rica, Agencio Aduanal 
Humberto Alvarez & Co Tel: 634-4475 or 634-4476. 
 
The couple flew to Quito, Ecuador at a cost of $400 each person one 
way. They reported being able to collect their van in Esmeraldas, 
without any difficulty. Esmeraldas is located on the coast 7 hrs by 
bus from Quito.  
 
Wallenius Wilhelmsen Lines: 
http://www.2wglobal.com/www/productsServices/americasRoutes.j
sp 
 
WW Lines quoted a price of $(US) 2,500 for shipping Bigfoot from 
the American east coast to Zarata, Argentina 
 
"K" Line America: 
http://www.kline.com/PCC-RoRo/ScheduleSouthAmerica.asp> 
 
”K” Line quoted us a cost of $ US 3,000 (approx), for shipping 
Bigfoot from Baltimore to Zarate Argentina.  
 
 
Further notes on shipping 
 
NYK appears to be the only shipping line to offers RORO service to 
both east and west coast ports in South America from North 
America. 
 
All the RORO routes mentioned above leave approximately once a 
month from ports on the eastern USA coast. (Baltimore, 
Jacksonville and Miami) or from ports on the Gulf of Mexico (Tampa, 
Galveston or Houston Texas), USA. 
 

http://www.2wglobal.com/www/productsServices/americasRoutes.j
http://www.kline.com/PCC
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Mexico to South America: NYK gave us a quote to ship Bigfoot from 
Vera Cruz, Mexico (east side of Mexico) to Manta, Ecuador. The 
quote was a lot higher than if we had departed from the US, so we 
have concluded the higher price was due to higher port fees in Vera 
Cruz. 
 
We’ve just received an email from friends, Kim and Don Green, who 
live in the US and are currently in Belize (travelling in a converted 
Musubishi Fusio [just like Bigfoot]!) . They also have plans to travel 
in South America this autumn. They report 
 
We hear that shipping from the US is nearly the same price as from 
Central America. We have just heard of a campground in Panama 
where the owners maintain an up-to-date list of costs, routes, 
shippers, etc. for SA. Apparently travellers email back to them and 
update with current info. The email address for the campground is: 
xsmemories@hotmail.com. We haven't tried contacting them yet" 
(And neither have the Hunters). 
 
We’ve recently found that although vessel routes are firm, it 
appears that actual ports of calls in South America can vary from 
trip to trip and in some cases are not confirmed until 3 months prior 
to departure from the US. NYK for example has informed us 
recently that they are not stopping in Manta Ecuador, a port that 
was on their itinerary in 2004. 
 
Mary and Carl Hunter 
 
 
AUSTRALIA: RETURNING AND LEAVING 
 
Sunday November 28, 2004 
Hello from Australia where we arrived on October 18. Our exchange 
with the Australian Robert Topfield from Adelaide (trirobtops 
@yahoo.com) proceeded very well. Starting from Canberra, we are 
now in the centre and intend to go to Darwin, as we will make the 
tour of Australia in a counter-clockwise direction. We return to 
France at the end of February. 
 
The weather is very hot and we not had rain yet. Best wishes to all. 
 
Rony Loeschnigg and Gislaine Rouyre 
ronygis@tele2.fr 
 
______________________________________________________ 
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Australian tour in a bushcamper 4x4 prepared with thanks to the 
Internet and fellow motorcaravanners… 
 
The departure for our 3 months’ tour of Australia is imminent, and 
it’s time to make a final assessment of the preparations. 
 
Why Australia? 
 
An old dream which can be realised now that we are retired. What 
did the internet contribute? 
 
Contacts with fellow travellers who we would like to thank 

Gaby Rambault who kindly transmitted all his documentation 
and film of his 2004 tour 
Corinne Lampire who provided us with some connections from 
his old voyage 
Alain Guillard, who gave me sites and contacts with other 
motorcaravanners which was a great help. 
Robert Kretz who helped me with his Indexcar site to find 
Australian cousins 
and to THE CLUB whose latest member, Australian Graham 
Keech, I contacted from information in Bulletin 124. He 
answered me by return with a lot of interesting information. 
He is kindly coming to pick me up from the airport and has 
invited me to a BBQ at his place as a first contact with an 
Australian. 

 
Australian Association… The Australasian Touring Caravan, 
Motorhome and Camping Club Inc 
http://www.atcmcc.org.au/index.html sent me a magazine with a 
list of their members and they accepted me as a temporary member 
of the club, FREE! 
 
Another Australian association… Campervan and Motorhome Club of 
Australia Ltd www.cmca.net.au has offered to register me for the 
moderate sum of $75,50 but did not reply to my questions. 
 
Requests were made for information from the specialist forums - 
http://voyageforum.com/v.f: forum voyage: Oceania (Organization 
ABM) 
http://www.australia-australie.com/new-australia-
australie/forum/index.php 
http://www.routard.com/: forum of Routard Australia 
http://forums.lonelyplanet.fr/: forum of Lonely Planet Australia 
http://francedownunder.com/: the gateway for French-speaking 
people in Australia. 
the alliance françaises and French associations in Australia. 

http://www.atcmcc.org.au/index.html
http://www.australia
http://www.routard.com/:
http://forums.lonelyplanet.fr/:
http://francedownunder.com/:
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We had lots of other replies for exchange but the dates did not 
correspond. Nevertheless we have already 6 meetings programmed 
with Australian French-speaking people. 
 
JML-circuit@wanadoo.fr 
 
 
NEWS FOLLOWS AT A GREAT RATE… 
 
Thursday February 17 at 11.30am. Arrived in Sydney. One hour 
flight to Noumea. All is OK. High temperatures but air conditioning 
in the airport. 
 
Friday 18. Arrived OK yesterday at 4 pm. After a good shower, 
headed for the port and the restaurant. Today is Friday. Visiting, 
then, tomorrow morning we go to the Island of the Pines on a boat. 
All is well. Sun being enjoyed by 
 
Jean-Marie, Liliane and Danielle Lamandé 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Following information from andree.riffont-veys@wanadoo.fr. 
Take a look at the site www.ukmotorhomes.net There is useful 
information and in particular the heading "exchanges", especially re 
Australia, New Zealand, and even South Africa... Better if you have 
some English... 
 
 

YOUR MECHANIC IN KATHMANDU 
 
A recommended mechanic awaits you: Irwin Bikram, Janashakti Car 
Workshop, opposite the swimming baths, Sat Dobato, LALITPUR - 
Tel.9771 540 715 or 977 152 1212 (residence) Mall 
garage@wlink.com.mp or irwin_bikram@hotmail.cm 
 
Ferdinand Kohn 
 
 
OTHER TRAVEL PROJECTS 
(continuation of bulletins 123 and 124) 
 
EUROPE. Northern Cape: DELAIGUE Bernard - 
Baltic States: K DONKER 
Greece: FORGET Jean-Michel 
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NORTH AFRICA.Tunisia, Morocco: DELAIGUE Bernard - Morocco: 
TRIC Raymond (Jan 2006), FORGET Jean-Michel (Nov 2005). 
EQUATORIAL AFRICA Burkina-Faso:DELAIGUE Bernard  
MIDDLE EAST. Turkey: DELAIGUE Bernard, DONKER Kees (07/05) 
Turkey, Iran: LAYSSAC Jacques (08/05)  
ASIA. India COUSSET Jean 
AMERICA OF NORTH. LECLERC Paul 
CANADA: Jean-Marc FLECHARD 09/05  
A REALLY LENGTHY JOURNEY Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, India and 
Australia or Gobi Desert and China WEHRLE Michel 
 
 
CLUB NEWS 
Vie de l’association... 
 
[SUMMARY TRANSLATION in which there’s lots of French – for very 
good reason! LB] 
 
The following books etc are some of those written by members 
about their travels. Some are available from Jacques Mahaut for 
consultation by any member. They will be sent to you on request 
and you only have to refund the cost of despatch. For the others, 
contact the authors. [All these documents are in French. LB] 
 
• Un camping-car sur la route interdite, 1996, R. Wormser. Edité 
par l’association. 
• Petites nouvelles d’un grand voyage, Chine 1996, M. Barbaudy. 
Edité par l’association (Prêt en cours). 
• Argentine - Chili - Pérou - Bolivie, 2000. Philippe et Renée 
Dumoulin. Edité par l’association.  
Ces 3 ouvrages, édités par l’association, ne sont plus disponibles (il 
est toujours possible de faire une réimpression, mais pas pour 1 ou 
2 exemplaires…). Aussi, s’ils vous intéressent, je pourrais vous 
prêter mes exemplaires personnels. 
• Saisons et climats (1998, mais ça ne change pas beaucoup) 
• Guide des voyages en cargo (1995, édition un peu ancienne mais 
qui pourra fournir quelques pistes…) 
• L’ABC des soins d’urgence ! 
• Petit futé Madagascar (1999) 
• Routard Afrique Noire (2003) sans le Sénégal ni le Cameroun 
• Transafrique, toute l’Afrique en voiture (1995, il y a des 
changements, mais ce guide suisse reste valable pour un bon 
nombre de pistes. Dommage qu’il ne donne pas les points GPS !).  
• Lonely Planet West Africa (en anglais) 
• Cartes Kevin Healeys’ map. Echelle 4.000.000 : Argentine - Bassin 
de l’Amazone - Amérique du Sud nord-ouest - 3 300 000 : Mexico - 
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1 750 000 : Venezuela - 1 375 000 : Salvador - 500 000 : Costa 
Rica 
• Règles typographiques (pour ceux qui veulent taper correctement 
leurs textes) 
• Voyage Indes-Népal (1976) et Turquie de l’Est-Iran (2001) sont à 
demander à André et Francine Helmbacher. 
• Camion aux Amériques (1998) et Camion autour de l’Océan 
Indien, jusqu’à Singapour (2001), sont à demander à Simone 
Moriot. 
• Jusqu’au Népal (1999) Michel Godard (†). Son épouse Monique, 
Le Caracalla, Chemin de la Lauve, 83700 Saint-Raphaël, dispose 
peut-être encore de quelques exemplaires… 
Et, enfin, 
• Si ma femme vient en Afrique, j’arrête de fumer, (Maroc-
Mauritanie-Mali-Burkina Faso-Sénégal et retour, J. Mahaut. Edité 
par l’association et disponible fin mars 2005 (voir cartes de 
commande). 
 
 
A JOURNEY TO UZBEKISTAN 
October-November 2004 
 
info from an expedition in a Land Rover 130 self-converted with a 
mobile cellule (homemade). Distance travelled: 21000 kms. 
 
Best time: April/May or September/October (neither too hot nor 
too cold) 
Preparation for the trip: 
N°76 and 79 Club bulletin. Author J.Carré. 
Guide le Petit Futé Ouzbekistan 
Guide Olizane Ouzbekistan 
Guide Lonely Planet Iran 
No special preparation needed (just think about water and diesel, 
semi desert zones...) 
Maps: 
Michelin series 900 Europe 
Euro-Map Turkey 
International Travel Map, Iran 
Central Asia, Freitag and Berntd 
Gizi Map of Central Asia 
NOTE:  some of these maps aren't very precise and may even be 
incorrect 
General Formalities: 
Passport valid for 3 months minimum 
International driving permit 
Visas (all the prices are those from Paris) 
No visas at the border! You must obtain them at Paris, Ankara, 
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Teheran or Tashkent. 
Don't but a tourist visa for Turkmenistan. As an individual 
without a tour operator you will have to follow a pre-selected 
itinerary and pay. So take a transit visa for 5 days which is cheaper. 
Check that your insurance is written on the green card. 
The carnet de passage en douane is essential and avoids paying an 
entry fee of €10 into Turkey. 
Iran: 
If you don't want to visit Iran in depth, a transit visa for 10 days 
(can be prolonged for another 10 days) is enough to visit Isfahan. 
During this time you are free to go where you want and it's cheaper 
than a tourist visa. (What's more, for this visa you need an 
invitation so an agency is an obligation with 3 or 4 nights in a hotel, 
expensive...). [UK and other nationals: this applies to French 
nationals. Don’t assume it applies to you]. 
Price: €35 euros for each person for 10 days. 
Check your green card. 
Turkmenistan: 
Carnet de passage en douane isn't needed. 
Transit visa return, 2x5 days costs: €100 per person 
Entry tax for 5 days + insurance at the border: €10 
Tax to compensate for low pump price of fuel - tax to disinfect... 
and a thousand other taxes... bureaucratic: allow $100 there and 
another $100 to come back...! 
Uzbekistan: 
Carnet de passage en douane is needed 
No tax but insurance for 30 days: $10 
Transit visa 10 days, 2 entries for Iran so 2x10 days, cost per 
person €70 
Transit visa 5 days, 2 entries for Turkmenistan so 2x5 days, cost 
per person €100 
Transit visa 30 days, 1 entry for Uzbekistan, cost per person €80 
Exchange: 
Turkey: €1 = 1750,000 Turkish lire 
1 litre diesel : 1800,000 Lt 
Credit card accepted everywhere 
Iran: not a good rate at the border; exchange only at the Melli 
bank in the big towns. Credit cards are not taken apart from an ATM 
at Teheran airport. 
€1 = 1750,000 rials 
€1 = 60 litres of diesel (140 rials per litre) 
Turkmenistan: Exchange possible near the border and in shops. 
$1 = 3000 manat 
1 litre diesel 800 manat about €0.25 
Uzbekistan: exchange in the banks and the hotels 
€1 = 1000 sum 
1 litre diesel: 320 sum about €0.30 
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Itinerary: 
Switzerland (Basle, Saint Gottard tunnel, Chiasso) 
Italy (Chiasso, Milan, Venice with a visit while waiting for the boat) 
Ferry for Greece, Company Minoan Line open deck (wonderful 
view of Venice after the departure!). You can also travel via Ancona 
or Brindisi. 
Greece motorway to Alexandroupoli ( an excellent municipal 
campsite with beach). 
Turkey. If you don't want to visit Istanbul cross the Dardanelles by 
the ferry from Canakkale and head for Dugubayasit to the east 
(good campsite, Murat) at the foot of Mount Ararat. The Iranian 
border at Bazargan is only 50 kms away (Visit the meteorite hole at 
the border). 
Turkish roads are OK. 
Beware: the main road to Teheran is very dangerous because of 
enormous old lorries which drive very fast. It's a good idea to avoid 
Teheran (not very interesting) and head for Tabriz and Hamadan. 
Don't miss Isfahan (2 days) extraordinary. Head north east across a 
splendid desert towards Maschhad. 
Don't enter Turkmenistan via Sarakhs which is the lorry route. 
You'll be taxed as such (6 hours wait + $160 + $40 on the way 
back + bribes). Enter Turkmenistan via Bajgiran (near Ashgabat). 
Turkmenistan. It's a rapid crossing with an obligatory route to 
Farab which is the Uzbek border. Beware, the big town nearby 
called Chardzhev (Soviet name) is now called Turkmenabat. 
We made the mistake, only 500 kms but a 6 hour wait and $160 
entrance tax + $40 on the way back... Via Bajgiran, 645 kms but 
only $100 and an hour wait. Numerous police checks (about 20) 
with copy of passport and itinerary written in a register. Don't forget 
to prepare the copies: it's quicker and the police like them! 
The roads are ok except Keneurgench / Ashkabat, 500 kms of  
asphalt road with potholes and ruts... We prefer the good African 
trails. 
Uzbekistan: The scenery is of a sandy and monotonous steppe 
with camel grass and cotton fields, except for the valley of Ferghana 
to the east of Tashkent. To the south towards Afghanistan there are 
beautiful mountains but the US army forbid tourism in this region. 
On the other hand Bukhara, Samarkand and Khiva will leave you 
with wonderful memories. Don't miss (on a good asphalt road 
towards Moynaq) the Aral sea, witness to an ecological catastrophe 
resulting from years of mismanagement of the rivers which flow into 
it. And it continues in the name of yield. The banks have receded by 
100 kms. Only brackish water remains, inaccessible to the 
fisherman from Moynaq who have no more fish to catch. Boats and 
canning factories are reduced to ruins in the desert which has taken 
the place of the sea... 
Campsites: 
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Turkey: Dogubayazit: camping Murat on the way out of town 
heading to the Isaac Pacha Palace. 
Iran: At Tabriz, camp for the night in Elgoli Park. Beware when it's 
hot the locals come to picnic and spend the night. 
Isfahan, in Charhabagt Street, Amirkabir Hotel, decent and cheap, 
travellers' rendez-vous with a guarded car park. 15 minutes from 
the tourist and historical centre. 
On the way out of town near the water tower heading towards 
Shiraz, there's a good shady spot with taps at each pitch. 
Restaurant. Price $5 per person, per day, only half an hour from the 
town centre by bus or taxi. 
Ouzbekhistan: Bukhara, car park outside the Madrassad Abdullak 
Kahn (not guarded which isn't a problem during the day: a 
workman decorating the plaster keeps an eye on things (give him a 
small souvenir of Europe). 
Samarkand, parking and camping at the car park outside the tennis 
club, in the cul-de-sac opposite 26 Nikrasova Street, address of the 
Alliance Française; a road at right angles to the avenue Oulug-Beg. 
GPS point N.39°39,263 - E.66°56,771 
Khiva, car park at the Sobi Arkonchi Hotel, 100 metres from the 
north gate to the old town, signposted to the the post office. Price: 
500 soum for 24 hours with hot showers and wc. 
GPS point N.41°23,059 E 21,673 
Last bit of practical advice: On the way back, in order to avoid 
Teheran (where the traffic is infernal and signposts non-existent), 
about 20 km from the city at Garmsar follow a Turkish lorry which 
will guide you towards Turkey. It will take you towards Karaj on the 
road to Tabriz. All Turkish lorries use this route. 
 
Bernadette and Michel Lafourcade 
Text by Michel Lafourcade, typed by André Helmbacher.   
 


