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In this bulletin...

Don’t Look For The Coloured Pages! Sorry! It's Only

Black And White This Month........
Ne cherchez pas...

It's not to save money, but simply because of a shortage of time:
we came back home from Sillans on August 30th, and I want the
bulletin to reach you before the AGM. Also, the reprographics studio
is overloaded, and couldn’t have supplied the colour photocopies by
tomorrow - and tomorrow, I'm off to the country again, near my
mother’s house, and it’s there that I'll do the packing and postage.
So there will be a slight delay - but not too long!

Anyway, don’t complain: very few publications appear in summer
without interruption!

Expedition Plans
Projets de Voyage

Guy Bazin will be unable to attend the AGM, but he asked me to
publish this item.

BULLETIN 119 -1-




My travel plans are taking shape, subject to confirmation that my
van will be delivered as expected in October.

1 I will have to devote the first part of October to the
administrative tasks associated with the certification of the van.
Then the end of the year will be spent on its trial run in South -
West France and Spain

2 Leaving on 22nd January 2005, I will be leading an
organised trip in central Africa crossing the Sahara to West Africa. I
hope to have the account of your journey in good time before then®.

3 Summer 2005 will be devoted to a trip to North
Cape, hopefully including Iceland.

4 Finally, my World Tour proper will actually begin in
January 2006. It would start with the journey to China if there are
other travellers prepared to travel with me.

Thank you for publishing my plans, particularly for China 2006. At
any rate, I shall take part in the 2005 AGM and the preparation of
the next trip to China...

http://perso.wanadoo.fr/busaroundglobe/globe/index globe en.htm

Charles Sixta, a new member, expects to leave for India in 2005.
He could look in the general summary for articles about India, but
some information is bound to be out of date......if you have recently
crossed this region or expect to visit there yourself, please
telephone him on 0044 (0)5 56 266 654.

After Timbuktu, Jacques Liebart plans to go to Senegal (with a
1999 Arto 69G that has done 25,000 km!) by the superb new road?
which crosses Mauritania, sections of which he travelled in 2003.

Paris — Beijing — Paris 2005

! Not certain! It would take time and in all honesty this account will
be simply a compilation of what has already appeared in the
bulletin, with the only additions being a few anecdotes and
additional photos.

> That's a good bit of news! I think it will attract fans. But I still have
a few doubts.
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Jean Abry has given me details of a Chinese agency .Sichuan-
China International Travel Service, Sichuan Overseas Tourist Corp;
telephone 0028 6670365, 666054, e-mail:
scitseur@mail.sc.icnnfo.net. Perhaps an opening for future
contacts? But I got no reply when I e-mailed them.......

Paris — USA via Bering Straits....

It's planned for 2006. This time, it will work well with all that we
now know about how to get there! [This expedition was planned
previously... and ran into the sand. Ed]. As usual, all the plans will
be on show at the AGM and will be published in the bulletin as soon
as possible. If you are not coming to Arnac and you wish to take
part in a journey, or are planning one of your own, from the classics
to the most daring, don't hesitate to tell us......... soon.

A Funny Sort Of Motor Caravanner
Curieux specimen...

[NOT TRANSLATED. How do you translate such bizarre French
humour? Well we tried. And, in English, it was not funny! Ed]

Club News
Vie de I'association...

Too difficult? Wasn't the prize good enough?

Answers to the question on page 1 of bulletin 116 created fewer
bottlenecks in my letterbox than cars on the A7 on Saturday 30th
July! The answer was given in bulletin 118. It was too easy!

Neither was there any rush for the summer site at Sillans-la-
Cascade! True, the month of August is not a good time: we are well
aware that the southerners leave the region at that time. No doubt
this prevented us from getting to know the new members in the
Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur region...but we had a good time with
Felix and Helene Fenech, Denis and Simone Lahaye, Erick and
Annick Bisschop. Bob and Ginette Perdriau, and met up on the way
with Andree Arend, Roger Villiez, Serge and Christiane Herviou,
Jean-Claude and Yvette Griffoin, the last four preparing for their
departure for America (September 19th).

Next year, if we go back to Sillans, it will probably be in June or
September (for the balade).
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The Agm At Arnac-La-Poste
Arnac-La-Poste

Thank you! I'm always a bit pessimistic but we should equal the
Rambouillet record of 115 participants. But if you forgot to sign up
(a lot are missing from the register), don’t hesitate to phone Jean-
Pierre or Madelaine.... The caterer will be able to alter the numbers
up to the 15th September.

Annual Report
Rapport Moral

What can I complain about?

The number of members? Oh no! The inevitable departures are
compensated by the flow of new arrivals, so that in fact I can't tell
you how many - I have to rely on [the Association Secretary] Jean-
Pierre Pillot, who will give the exact figure on 25th September.

Changes in the way members behave? One can always say “It was
better in the past, everyone knew each other”. In fact, from the
start, a ‘hard core’ developed. The older ones (always attending
balades and meetings) have difficulty in getting there [?], and no
doubt the new ones feel that this ‘old guard’ have a tendency to
keep to themselves, and to form cliques, which, for me, would be
fatal. If you are shy, overcome your fears! When it's necessary,
make your presence felt, don't let yourself get ignored! You must
have something to say, so say it!

Hard work? The very valuable help from Jean-Pierre, Marie-Odile,
Helene and one or two others has helped me somewhat, but on the
other hand, we have taken on new commitments! I have to admit
to some errors: when magazines mention the Association, they
persist in giving my address (because I haven't forced them to
change things). And it is logical as it is the social centre of the
organisation! So I have to answer letters, e-mails, and phone calls.
To pass them on to others would not simplify matters....... and we
should do something to change this!

Postcards From...
Cartes Postales de...
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Les and Margaret Brook, Cork Ireland, 2nd August. Ireland is a
very good place for motorcaravans - lots of opportunities for wild
camping. The west coast is highly recommended.

Francis Monmart, Kashgar, 7th August. Greetings from the town
where we are spending 4 days, before going on to Pakistan.

I understand that once again, our friend Francis rescued the
vehicles of his group from a difficult situation... thank you, on behalf
of the Association

Francoise and Paul Boby, Kashgar, 7th August. After a tour of the
colourful and noisy market, a bit of peace near the hotel where we
are parked. Our dog Jeroboam was very popular with the customs
men....photos, stroking....Those wishing to bring their pet here can
be reassured!!

Jean-Pierre and Marie-Odile Pillot, Svarisen, 11th August.
Wonderful scenery in Norway..Greens and Blues together in the
sky, glaciers, waterfalls, rivers and fjords. Greeting from the Polar
Circle. (Artic Circle?)

Henri and Christiane Dujardin, Lublin, 12th August. Hello from
South Poland where we are enjoying the cool weather. Many LPG
stations, no parking problems, cheap local produce, a few motor
caravans, secondary roads not too good....see you at AGM.

Simone Moriot, Ketity-Paimpol, 14th August. Blue sky, beautiful
sea. Here it's TRUE! 39 years ago, we fell in love with the I’Arcouest
[in Brittany] we used to come back almost every year, and this
year, I'm staying until the 21st.

Guy and Mauricette Lebourgeois, Peterhof Park, August. We are
in St. Petersburg, a very beautiful city. No problems about sleeping.
We are leaving for Finland and a return via the Baltic States in
September.

E-mails from:

Osh, Sunday 15th August 2004

Very hot here at Osh in Kyrgyzstan. Tomorrow we cross the border

to reach Tashkent in Uzbekistan. We will need 10 days to get visas
for Turkmenistan and Iran. Then to Samarkand etc.
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We are coping with the dusty roads and the heat, thanks to the
welcome of the locals. We conclude that Kyrgyzstan is a superb
country with very friendly people, we enjoyed ‘plov’ [national dish
of spicy rice and meat]. We stayed a few days around Lake Issy
Kool and in the cool mountains at an altitude of 3,000 metres.

Samarkand, 24th August 2004

Just a line to tell you all is well. But Iran is a real pain for obtaining
visas. 10 days patience needed, Inshallah!

The temperature is 36 to 38° in Samarkand, but in the vans it is 44.
The city is fantastic. Only another 7,000 km till we meet again, but
we are heading west.

Love and kisses - according to who you are!

Daniel Meunier (group Gastaud/Polje/and formerly Peyrin)
Danieldanie83@hotmail.com

Are You Going To Senegal?

If so, please let me know if you wouldn’t mind helping me out. I've
a letter for the Robinson campsite at St Louis. It got sent back
marked “Incomplete Address”.

M

Ferry Interesting

When not travelling, Andre Helmbacher writes! Following
correspondence with Comarit ferries (matters of safety) he
contacted his MP about the “insane” tariffs for the Channel Tunnel.
Of course, the MP sent the letters on to Eurotunnel who replied on
17th May: “Well aware of problems. Essential to have revision of
tariffs ...plans for September”.

[Summary Of Article On] Red Dragon Balade

DEVIZES. Wonderful campsite deserves even more stars [than
it received when it was inspected]- but it was criticised because the
water was too hot in the showers!

TUESDAY 8TH JUNE Met at the Heritage Park, Rhondda.
first talk from the balade organiser, Peter Milner.
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WEDNESDAY 9TH JUNE. Organisation (by Peter and Janet) first
rate. Left Heritage Centre to visit whisky distillery, then on to
Brecon.

THURSDAY 10TH JUNE. Raglan Castle, then very narrow road (wing-
mirrors almost touching both sides) to Moreton-on-Lugg.

FRIDAY 11TH JUNE. To Hereford — Mappa Mundi was the
highlight. Biting cold wind.

SATURDAY 12TH JUNE. Took advantage of free morning to
visit Ludlow. 13:45 meeting with the Sommers for those taking part
in the balade on the route to St. Jacques de Compostella [later in
the vyear]. Barbecue organised by Peter (sausages and lamb).
Football match.

SUNDAY 13TH JUNE. Prestaigne - Judge’s house. Rhayaden -
Gigrin Farm - red kites, birds of prey. Evening - short walk to
Welsh meal at Blynaton County House Hotel. Some people
subsequently broke out in spots. Not the fault of the food, however:
insect bites.

MONDAY 14TH JUNE. Weather excellent - blue sky, air
temperature perfect, sea temperature only 15° so swimming not
attractive proposition.

TUESDAY 15TH JUNE. Take funicular railway (hydraulic power) to
Centre for Alternative Technology. Evening. Harlech Castle. Evening
meal (French as caterers).

WEDNESDAY 16TH JUNE. Visit to slate mines, underground.
Then by coach to travel on the Ffestiniog Railway.

FRIDAY 18TH JUNE. Snowdon Lake Railway. Clear skies
until right at the top where cloud was down. Waterfall road.
SATURDAY 19TH JUNE. Llangollen Ty Ucha camp: cold, rainy
night.

SUNDAY 20TH JUNE. Last day of balade: narrow boat on canal.
Farewell dinner at Upper Mills Trout Farm.

A Bad Experience
Experiences
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[Note: what follows relates to a commercially-organised
motorcaravan tour, not one organised within our Club. Ed]

It's not the job of our Association to be an "office of tears". However
the letter from Michel Heitzmann (extracts below) deserves to be
quoted:

The purpose of this letter is to tell your Association and its members
of our disappointment and our dissatisfaction both with the
organisation on site and with the behaviour (journey to Ukraine, 17
crews, 24 days, 1580 euros per outfit)? Interminable days at the
wheel, constant risk of damage, certain stages more than 400kms
whereas the initial program envisaged 250. We never saw the guide
nor the interpreter except with in their tents. Exorbitant price’
taking into account the services offered, a swindle dressed up as
caviar.

This is not the first case of this kind since we started! For reasons
of (assumed) safety, of ease (you don’t have to organise the route,
only to follow), motorcaravanners choose this kind of
trip...Personally, I will never deprive myself of the pleasure of
seeking for myself, or with 2 or 3 companions, that small corner
where the night will be peaceful.

> Expensive for those accustomed to "freedom", but not excessive
considering 5 meals out, 2 visits to museums, 3 boat trips, 3 city
visits city with an interpreter. I've seen worse!!
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FINANCIAL REPORT AS PRESENTED TO THE AGM IN

ARNAC
Bilan financier
Receipts in | Expenditure in
Euros Euros
Subscriptions 11224
Euromer Publicity 150
Bulletins 6654
Essential-equipment, 977
maintenance
Management of | 580
Association
Communication with 1749
members
2003 AGM costs 3880 4377
T-Shirts 90
Stickers 272 610
Autumn 2002 Balade 3743 3628
Spring 2004 Balade Not yet available at time of going to press”
Year’s balance 784
Totals 19359 19359

Peru: The Final Stage Of The Berlivet Expedition In

South America

Perou (suite du voyage..

Saturday 11th June 2004

)

We have been here for a few days, in the second largest town in
Peru. Arequipa, 900,000 inhabitants, altitude 2,300m, remarkable
for its huge monuments dating from the Spanish occupation. In our
view, it’s the most beautiful town, on a par with Sucre, in Bolivia.
All around, mountains and old volcanoes from 6,000 to 6,500m,
which now and then smoke, and 85 craters nearby. Earthquakes are
common here. At least one every 10 years, the latest in June
2001.They often cause widespread devastation and some deaths.
The ancient monuments which have withstood these are 3 or 4
centuries old, and have walls 1 or 2 metres thick. Afterwards, they

* [Late news: the Welsh balade made a small surplus which was returned to
Association funds. Ed]
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rebuild. Sometimes the stones are numbered to allow them to be
put back correctly.

The Colca Canyon is the second deepest in the world. The deepest
is also Peruvian - the Cotaluas canyon. It is 3,500 to 4,000m deep,
the Coca one is 3,000 to 3,500m. (In North America the Grand
Canyon is less than 1,500m deep). There are many kms of pre-Inca
cultivated terraces with superb colours, aligned along the slopes of
the river which flows below. The track goes along a 1,200m
precipice: very impressive. We were lucky to see two condors, the
biggest birds in the world, flying above us.

The Land Rover is coping, yesterday and the day before we drove
higher than Mount Blanc. We reached a pass at 489m. No problem.
The vehicle smokes black, that’s all. We ourselves gave up smoking
a long time ago, fortunately, as you get breathless at this altitude!
There are even cyclists who climb up here. We avoid sleeping over
here as it is very cold at night. We have already slept at 4,300 and
even at 4,450m in the Lauca Park in Chile. It was minus 15° to
minus 20° outside - thus minus 30° in the unheated Land Rover.
Well-wrapped, we are not cold. We have even seen cattle at
4,200m grazing a rare tough grass. Also donkeys, llamas and
Alpacas in huge numbers, vicunas and viscachas.

The Colca Canyon track goes down as far as the coast to meet the
Pan-American highway, but drivers advised us against taking it for
safety reasons, tourist coaches having been held to ransom last
week.

So we prefer to go back to Arequipa to join the Pan-American again
tomorrow.

Quiet night in our guarded car park.

Saturday 12th June.

A big session on the internet before leaving Arequipa, then off on a
300km detour in the beautiful mountain scenery with impressive
dunes. Sheer desert cut in two by two green valleys, true oases
planted with olive and orange trees. We reach the Pacific via the
steep mountainside, travelling from 1,000m to sea level very
swiftly. The Pan-American travels alongside the ocean and then
crosses the small town of Camana, where we sleep in a hotel yard.
Taxi-bicycles and taxi-motorbikes line the streets trying to attract
customers. After the town, we continue northwards. The Pan-
American goes alongside the ocean, but it's the world turned upside
down. On the right, the mountain is a desert. On the left, instead of
beach, there are vast fields with crops of maize and rice in the hazy
light of sea-mist. Irrigation creates miracles.
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The Pacific has very big breakers and we give up the idea of
bathing. The road climbs, edged with precipices, often without any
protection.

Goodbye to the Pacific, we are back inland, heading for Nazca, then
we will go up again to Cuzco, Lake Titicaca, Bolivia and Argentina.

Stop at Sococa, just one house and a museum built on an
impressive fossilised skeleton of a whale. It also displays fossilised
bones and teeth of all sorts of marine mammals, including 20m
sharks with triangular teeth 10cm wide. This desert was a sea until
the Andes raised it up.

At the end of the afternoon, about 30km before Nazca, a track
takes us to Chauchilla, a pre-Inca cemetery, 1,200 years old.

We spend the night alone on the car park, still in the middle of the
desert.

Sunday 13th June.

Visit to the 12 open tombs which display 26 dried-out bodies
(wrongly called mummies) and about 30 skulls. Bones, bits of
tissue, pottery, and wood fill the site, which was pillaged in the
past. This may well continue. The skulls still bear plaited hair,
sometimes as much as 3 metres long. They are in a foetal position,
wrapped in cloth and tied up. They are males, probably priests, or
shamans.

At Nazca, don’t miss the famous lines (geoglyphs) which Maria
Reiche revealed to the world. We fly over them in a little four-seater
plane. A magic sight but too quick and too much movement. Better
to go there at the end of the morning, after the mist has gone but
before your meal (!) and before the evening winds.

The desert here is one of the driest in the world.

Visit to the Maria Reiche museum: she spent 50 years measuring,
drawing the famous monkey, colibri, condor, whale, pelican, dog,
tree, hands, lines, and triangles. About 350 have been counted.
Many are damaged by erosion, but also by the building of the Pan-
American which cut up several of them.

The metal mirador-about 15 metres high lets you see 2 or 3 figures,
but it’'s no comparison with the view from the plane.
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A policeman tells us that France beat England at football. Warm

handshakes so far. The people stop us out of curiosity and are very
friendly.

Jacques Berlivet

Ed’s note: This article contains an anomaly what is it?

BULLETIN 119 -12 -



