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In this bulletin… 

 
________________________________________________ 
 
 
Why Buy Cheap When You Can Buy Dear? 
Pourquoi Payer... 
 
After crossing the Channel [to participate in the Red Dragon 
balade], I now realise that this is a question to ponder. 
 
From €200 to 400 for each of our vehicles and their 2 passengers, 
depending on the date when the tickets were booked for. But, with 
a bit of organisation and working together, we could have got away 
with €120 – via the Tunnel – which would have been an additional 
and interesting experience! But there you go, we should have 
addressed the problem more carefully, seeking, for example, to find 
out if any of the members of the group had any shares in the said 
Tunnel. If such had been the case, he/she could have booked ALL 
the tickets, so that we could benefit from his/her preferential tariff! 
So this is a lesson for the future, one which applies to all crossings. 
It is clear that if we ask company x to give us a special rate for 3 or 
4 vehicles and their passengers, we will get it, with little or no 
struggle! 
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Postcards From... 
Cartes postales de... 
 
Susy and Alain Guillard, Marrakesh, 18 June. Merzouga and 
southern Morocco: a marvellous feeling of strangeness, we only 
want one thing – to come back here! Colours, smells, heat, Morocco 
always makes us shiver with delight! 
 
All of group 3, Gastaud, Peyrin, Polge, Meunier, Ulan Bator, 26 
June. Our tour continues after a long stop near to Baikal where we 
met the group of 2 vans who are going there and back. The stay in 
Mongolia is turning out fine; we will have a guide to enable us to 
see the maximum numbers of things without (we hope) getting lost. 
Temples, horses, wonderful scenery, friendly, smiling people, a 
dream! 
 
Yvette and Georges Turpault, St Petersburg, 6 July. We send all 
members of the Association our greetings. Lovely trip across Russia 
 
Bernadette and Regis Hagnere, Kirkjubae-jarklaustur, Iceland, 15 
July. Excellent journey in a land where colours delight the eye. 
Along with Denis and Simone Lahaye, we are discovering wonderful, 
if austere, nature. 
 
 
... and emails 
 
20 July 
 
Our 19th travel diary is now online. This new diary is a chance to 
dwell a little (too little probably) on the recent history and the 
present situation of Australia’s Aboriginal communities, but also to 
share with you the delight of discovery of certain marvellous places 
in the centre and the west of this continent. In an unexpected 
manner and because of the health of one of our parents, we have 
been obliged, unfortunately, to cut short our Australian journey to 
return to France. However, we expect to continue our expedition for 
September, to finish our Australian tour and continue our journey in 
South East Asia. 
 
Thanks to you, we have now passed the figure of 20,000 visitors on 
our website. Thanks for being faithful to us. Thanks also for your 
many messages and your encouragement.  
 
Greetings to all our friends. Have excellent holidays. 
 
Erwin, Laetitia, Ingrid and Eva Munch 
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23 July 
 
Our adventure in Mongolia is completed… 
 
A country of wide open spaces, wild animals, yaks, horses, camels 
etc., yurts pitched on green turf and friendly Mongols, warm and 
smiling. Also a land of terrifying tracks, but we got out of the Gobi 
desert safe and sound, the tyres and shock-absorbers a little less 
so! We will be in Kazakhstan tonight or tomorrow. 
 
Josy and Robert Gastaud 
 
 
WELSH CHRONICLE 
CHRONIQUE GALLOISE 
 
[A summary of the article which reports on the Club’s Red Dragon 
balade in June 2004. The article gives a fascinating French view of 
touring by motorcaravan in the UK.] 
 
TOILETS 
Fabulous: Everywhere – cleaned and free. 
Only problem - you can’t usually park nearby so park first and then 
look for a loo. 
 
PARKING 
Most car-parks require a parking fee. 
On motorways you have to pay if you stay more than two hours – 
(except for lorry parks). 
Shopping centres – you need to get a ticket - reimbursed by shops. 
Very few car parks permit overnight stays. 
 
ROADS 
Mainly in good order. 
Other than main roads and motorways, they are very narrow. 
Secondary roads are narrow and winding - is this a peculiarity of 
Wales? No, all over. There are even some single-track roads. It’s 
hard to find a parking place for a group of vehicles – CB would be 
valuable. 
 
TRAFFIC 
Slower than in France. 
It’s easy to adapt to driving on the left – except in the early 
morning (when not completely awake!). Or coming out of a car-park 
or roundabout. 
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DAMAGE 
Slight. One puncture. Two broken mirrors. Once ran out of fuel 
(Jacques and Lucette’s VW as usual). 
 
THE VIRTUOSITY AND ASTUTENESS OF THE BRITISH 
They cope with these conditions with few accidents. Bigger vehicles 
need a passenger/driver to act as look-out at danger spots. Road 
signs are few and often hidden by hedges obscuring the driver’s 
vision. This accounts for the British putting the steering wheel on 
the right. 
 
THE ATMOSPHERE 
Very nice people, the Welsh. But the Welsh flag was not seen on 
cars: it was the English cross of St George on many cars at that 
time. The French discovered the reason for this in a restaurant 
where they found that a football match (which England lost) 
attracted more attention than the menu! (Would such a thing 
happen in France?). 
 
THE ‘ARGUMENT’ 
Football match planned between French and British caused this. 
Lots of confusion about which goal was which, and lots of 
substitutions. Many goals scored but no-one counted them. No-one 
knew who won. 
 
CC CAMERAS 
Lots everywhere. They flash on the rear number plate, thus 
avoiding blinding the driver at night time. Mahaut never noticed 
them at all.  
Don’t forget to smile! 
 
THE BALADE 
Cathedrals, churches, chapels. 
Boat rides by sea and canal, miniature train and Snowdon Railway 
Coal mine, slate mine, whisky distillery, fish-farm. 
Last night, barbecue and thunderstorm. 
“...a very, very beautiful balade, in a magnificent country with a 
multi-coloured landscape...” 
 
 
Who Says Wild Camping Is Forbidden In Gb 
Qui A Dit... 
 
[Not translated as it is more or less self-explanatory] 
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Journey Through Mongolia 
Passage En Mongolie 
 
Before we left, we were told that this route was not open to 
foreigners, but we were hoping to make it thanks to a letter which 
Peter had obtained from the Mongolian Embassy in London. 
 
However, during our trip, the frontier was officially opened. In an 
attempt to attract tourism, the Mongolian Government decided that 
foreigners can henceforward enter Mongolia by car or motorbike via 
four entry points: Tsagaan Nuur in the province of Bayan Ulgii, 
Altanbulag in Selenge province, Ereen Tsav in Dornod province and 
Zamiin Uud in Dornogobi province.. 
 
These permanent border crossings are open 5 days a week, Monday 
to Friday, between 9, 00, and 18.00. 
 
Hearing this excellent news, we go to the north confidently, about 
500kms from Barnaul. We had read that a permit to travel was 
necessary to go beyond Gorno Altajsk and that it could be obtained 
at the office in Malitisa.. We went , we looked, we found, we asked. 
They told us “Not here: at Aktas”. We went from Malitsia to Aktas. 
They said to us “Give us your passports and wait outside”. After 2 
hours they gave us our passports and told us to go to Tasanta (the 
border). Which is what we did. We had read that the M52, beyond 
Gorno Altajsk was extraordinary, but we were not prepared for its 
splendour: dazzling views, marvellous wild flowers, birds. 
 
The meeting 
 
Fourth day in Mongolia. Having spent quite a lot of time trying to 
find the Association’s French group – in vain – we literally stumbled 
into one another yesterday, July 9th - just one couple! We met 
Jacques and Danielle Peyrin in their VW Synchro (they were on their 
way to the Russian border) about 80km North West of Khvod. Of 
course we exchanged information about the state of the roads, the 
border formalities, the availability of fuel, places to camp, and, (as 
they are French), the good restaurants of Ulan Bator! 
 
The group has now spent 4 days in Mongolia and we have reached 
8km approx west of Bulgan. Up to this point, all the roads, apart 
from the approach to a few towns, were not metalled. But even with 
huge ruts, it is still possible to get through, with certain 
precautions. We never had to rebuild a road as had been the case in 
Tibet, on the China 2002 expedition. We will publish our detailed 
itinerary (GPS points) and road conditions (with a lot of photos) 
later. Up to press we have covered about 430km, (from the Ulan B 
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frontier). The only problems we encountered were due to OJ (with 
the front wheel drive) who could not climb up a steep hill without 
help, and at the end, near the top, had to balance on 3 wheels with 
the 4th wheel jammed 150mm into the ground! One van had to be 
towed by Mog after getting stuck in sand trying to pass from one 
track to another. Mostly we set off at 07..30 and drive until 17.30. 
In fact we only travel for about 6 hours and cover 100 to 130km, 
giving us an average daily speed of 10km per hour and an average 
speed on the road of about 20km per hour. 
 
19 July 
 
We have arrived in Ulan B and are parked on the car park of the 
Bishrett hotel on Liberty Square; to the north of the town. We are 
being charged $8 per van per night, including electricity and water. 
But sadly the offer of electricity has been withdrawn after we got 
connected up because of the risk of electrocution, and the water 
had to be carried in buckets: we could not connect our pipes at the 
place indicated! The hotel is quite central and parking in the street 
is problematic. Advice: you can have your tanks filled up by a porter 
in return for a “small consideration”. 
 
Stephen Stewart et al 
from www.silkroute.org.uk 
 
 
The Story Of Water 
Histoire D’eau 
 
[Not translated] 
 
 
Getting Visas For China 
Visa Pour La Chine 
 
SUMMARY: the news that the British group obtained Chinese visas 
in Islamabad is a breakthrough. It means we can go to China 
without contracting with a travel agency! 
 
 
In The Footsteps Of Michel Strogoff, And Further 
Still! 
Sur les pas de... 
 
5 July 
We are travelling with Germain Oliette, Paul, Françoise Boby and 
Francis Mommart.. 
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We met the others in Moscow. We are keeping in touch with them 
and also with the English, thanks to the internet. We were due to 
meet the English, but in view of the road conditions, it won’t now be 
possible. We have covered 728km in 5 days, driving at least 8 hours 
per day. The main roads are only rough tracks with very little 
traffic. We are at Ulaangom, more than 350km before the border, 
the GPS is indispensable. 
 
The scenery is magnificent, the Mongolians, very friendly, enjoy 
visiting our beautiful mobile yurts. 
 
The final stage in Mongolia was harder than that in Tibet. The lakes 
road is merely a track of sharp pebbles, huge rocks and mud, where 
you meet no-one. The river crossings were very complicated and 
our vehicles suffered. However, we are carrying towards India 
(another good bit of road!) as planned. 
 
Soon we will send a CD with text and photos of our tour of 
Mongolia. 
 
We have just finished the most urgent repairs at Bishkek. We are 
going to rest a few days beside Lake Issyk Kool before going to 
China on 6th August as anticipated. 
 
Christiane Dumas 
 
 
Peru And Bolivia 
Perou Et Bolivie 
 
Saturday July 3, 2004.  Left Puno amidst downpours of rain and 
snow.  Calm night under snow at Desagua-dero, the Peru/Bolivia 
border, next to Lake Titicaca on which we have not been able to go 
to see the islands.  We spent one month in Peru, a pleasant and 
very interesting stay:  Arequipa and Cuzco contain many 
remarkable colonial structures.  The Nazca area is also impressive.  
In Puno the weather was cold and wet at the end.  Normally it does 
not rain in winter and the temperatures are more temperate.  We 
saw students and teachers demonstrating in large numbers.  We 
were a little anxious because of these event: the roads were often 
blocked.  We left at the right time, avoiding becoming the victims of 
graffiti: "No to the new education law" and "Long live the nvere-
ending strike". Went through the town of Ilave without problem.  
Calm had returned there.  A new mayor is being elected: the last 
one was assassinated and his predecessor had been lynched in mid-
April!  Competitions between clans of drug traffickers? 
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Sunday July 4.  The border is crossed in less than an hour (as usual 
without customs requiring our carnet de passage).  The road is 
poor.  Fortunately it does not last and up to La Paz it’s good and is 
asphalted.  A few hours stop in Tiwanaku where the sun returns.  
This site is very interesting for its temples, its walls and colossal 
statues.  What is hidden in the pyramid which has not excavated 
yet?  As for the two museums, they are cooling and the statues 
coming from various sites and gathered here are impressive.  In the 
vicinity, another site contains enormous cut stones. One weighs 132 
tons.  How did they erect them?  While going down towards La Paz 
the landscape is superb.  Opposite us is the altiplano, at the bottom 
of snow-covered mountains rising to more than 6,000 meters.  It’s 
the Royal Cordillera.  During our whole year’s travels, we have 
never seen such a panorama. 
 
La Paz, the traffic is mad.  Lots of buses, taxis and minibuses, 
taking no prisoners.  The state of the roads is lamentable, sometime 
with great potholes.  Anarchy: the red lights are just for decoration.   
 

 
 
On this Sunday afternoon a diablada [carnival] occupies half of the 
road for several kilometres.  Mayhem.  Taxi horns, police whistles 
and brass bands every hundred meters.  No signs to the centre of 
town. U-turn.  The police advise us to take the urban motorway 
which goes down from the high districts of the city, from 4100 
meters to the beautiful districts at 3500.  The descent at night is 
magical.  The motorway is bendy and we plunge into a kind of 
funnel surrounded by the city lights.  We find a guarded car park at 
the corner of Pinilla and 6  Agosto.  It is flat, quiet and at the foot of 



BULLETIN 118  - 9 - 

an 18 storey block of flats.  Bolivian friends invite us to go to see 
them and to park on their premises.   
 
Tomorrow we will visit this beautiful city, which does not resemble 
any that we have seen here before. Clay cliffs support suicidal 
dwellings.  Ultramodern towers sit side by side with eccentric villas, 
even embassies.  And will quadras [squares] are never square... 
 
Tuesday July 6.  Getting ourselves sorted out and doing the laundry 
takes up the morning. In the afternoon, we visit a project for street 
children from 2-18 years old, girls and boys. The scheme’s 
personnel try to offer the children a normal life: there are games 
rooms, a carpentry shop, a bakery. The kids get to sleep in a 
normal bed, to practice being clean, to go to school, to respect 
others, to learn a trade. The small children shrink from us: it’s 
upsetting. They have separated, sometimes alcoholic, parents, or 
perhaps they are in prison.  They seem happy within this pleasant 
framework, about fifteen kilometres from La Paz at the edge of an 
agricultural village. 
 
Wednesday July 7.  Today begins the 7th month of the second part 
of our voyage.  BerliLand is in the Land Rover garage for an oil 
change and a service.  We have travelled 43,000 km in South 
America in 11 months, without a problem - an excellent machine. 
 
Referendum on 18 July.  Questions about the nationalization of gas 
and mining reserves. Voting is compulsory, but certain trade unions 
and parties call for a boycott.  On Friday we will take the road to the 
border and leave Bolivia before the vote!  Curfew on the 17th  from 
23.00 hours.  Travel is forbidden on the 18th!  What will happen?  
We would prefer to learn about the outcome from the Brazilian or 
Argentinian newspapers and hope that all will be calm.  We have 
not yet selected our exit route, Brazil and Pentanal probably. If not, 
towards Argentina. 
 
Jacques Berlivet 
 


