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In this bulletin… 

 
________________________________________________ 
 
 
The Master Of Hospitality – For Eternity 
Père “Aub.” pour l’éternité…1 
 
[Obituary for founder member and stalwart of the Club, MARCEL 
MILLIARD, who was well-known for organising parking and 
rooming for the Club’s AGMs in his home village of Arnac-la-Poste. 
Marcel was a delight, and we lost him in June this year. LB] 
 
Marcel, we know you so well. 
 
We are convinced that, up there, you have taken the management 
in your capable hands. You gave us such a welcome on your own 
turf that you will certainly know how to do the same at a higher 
level! But even though we miss you, we are in no hurry to join you, 
especially as Madeleine [Mme Milliard, who, on Marcel’s death, has 
taken over as AGM organiser] still has a stock of courage... and top 
quality bottles! 
 

                                   
1 Père “Aub.” : person in charge of stopovers for the Tour de 
France. 
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So be patient, save a place for your friends who will one day join 
you, and put aside a few bottles behind the clouds. Don’t go 
anywhere near hell, ok – Burgundy needs to be at room 
temperature, but not too hot! 
 
A loud voice, a keen drinker, a great friend. As long as my VW is on 
the road, it will carry the little strap which you found for me, to 
keep the roof tightly shut, and to preserve your memory! 
 
Thanks to the Association, I was able to get to know you, and that 
alone is enough to convince me that the adventure has not been in 
vain – many thanks to you! 
 
Jacques Mahaut 
Association President 
 
 
Red Dragon Balade 
 
It was great to get back to driving on the right! After getting home 
on the 26th June, getting the van sorted, having a cataract 
operation on the 28th (it went well, thank you) and then post-op 
visits to the hospital, I am now seated at my computer with only 
one eye – and that one is failing! So you’ll have to wait a bit longer 
for my account of the Welsh trip. 
 
But here are a few general points. Our UK friends were fantastic, 
and Wales, a majestic beauty. It is green -  all shades of green from 
dark to light via blue–green (see the photos of the places we 
camped). 
 
Personally I really loved the moors, the lakes of the Elam valley, 
and lots more. And we got a tan – especially in week 1! 
 
JM 
 
 
Postcards From... 
Cartes postales de... 
 
Josette and Jean-Pierre Courtin, Lygo, Greece, 28 May. 
From 3 weeks ago until the end of June gives us plenty of time to 
explore this beautiful country and take full advantage of the Greeks’ 
kind welcome. It is publicity for the games perhaps, but come here 
and you won’t be disappointed. Greetings to all, wherever you are, 
and the team in Paris. 
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Gerard and Marthe Desfaucheux, Cagliari, Sardinia, 30th May. 
Ideal time for a motorcaravan trip in this region, lots of flowers, few 
people, in a word, delightful! 
 
Marie-Jo and Remy Chaigneau, Madeleine and Eugene 
Deschateaux, Tallinn, Estonia, 31st May. After 21 days in the 
Tenere desert in Nigeria, it’s very different in temperature here! 
Travelling is not the same, but each land has its treasures. 
 
Francoise, Paul Boby and Jerobomm, Lake Baikal, 8th June. We 
are close.to one of our goals. Very very hot. J is the first French dog 
to paddle in the lake! 
 
Simone and Denis Laheye, Frafia Fissure, Iceland, 12th June. 
Imposing scenery, volcanoes, glaciers, and mountains alternate 
with lakes and waterfalls. Huge variety of birds, sea-fishing for 
those capable of it: D has already caught 3 good size cod. 
 
 
Jacques and Lucette Mahaut, Snowdon Mountain Railway, Wales, 
21st May. Train journey through clouds. 
 
Gerard and Monique Brichard, Monique and Claude Mignot, 
Volkswagen bus 1961, 28th May. What luck we found a bargain! 
 
Rene Notteau… No, nothing here from him! Latest news – he was 
bathing in the Neva, near St Petersburg, could have been just a 
trick – or a “May Fool”! JM 
 
 
The Siberia Expedition: Islamabad And Visas For 
China 
Siberia 
[NOT TRANSLATED: see http://www.silkroute.org.uk/ for full text, 
in English] 
 
 
SOUTH AMERICA: NAZCA 
Amerique du Sud 
 
Monday June 14, Nazca 
 
Up at 6.30 as usual. It’s a lovely day. We slept well in an attended 
car park in the town centre, among the three-wheelers filled with 
vegetables. 
 

http://www.silkroute.org.uk/
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This morning we leave on foot for the Antonini museum.  Arrived 
before it opened. Léonardo guides us for an hour and a half through 
the rooms where aspects of the Paracas, Nazca and Waris 
civilizations are displayed - ceramics, fabrics, explanatory boards, 
photographs, mummies, deformed skulls, numerous old objects 
from 6000 years ago until the Inca period (1200 AD).  In the 
gardens of the museum there’s a spiral pre-Inca well. 
 
Then Léo suggests he guides us around the Nazca site of Cahuachi 
(in the quechua language, ‘that which sees all’) which he knows 
well.  Within an area of 24 sq km, 30 km from Nazca, it conceals 32 
buried pyramids, temples, and large numbers of tombs containing 
mummified bodies with offerings left for the afterlife.  On the site 
work about thirty people.  Made of adobe blocks, it was covered 
with sand over the centuries, and thus preserved.  They have just 
made a staircase which takes you down into a pyramid.  Men and 
women dig with shovels and fill wheelbarrows while others use 
brushes.We make a tour of the site and climb a pyramid but are not 
allowed to photograph closely the work in progress. 
 
In Pueblo Viejo, there are wells, concentric terraces and an 
aqueduct.  This very advanced civilization built a whole irrigation 
network underground, and it still works.  Invaluable in such a desert 
where they cultivated cotton, peppers and maize in the valleys.  Léo 
takes us to Estaqueria, an old meeting place where all that remains 
are wooden columns, sacrificial posts which at some time have been 
cut to make charcoal.  The huaqueros (tomb robbers) did not, 
unfortunately, wait for the archaeologists before ransacking the 
cemetery of its mummies and other objects.  Certain areas are 
covered with bones. You can see skulls, braids of hair, old fabrics 
that are 1200 to 2000 years old, and pieces of painted pottery 
which were attached to cord that maintained the mummies in a 
foetal position.  A spectacle of desolation! 
 
The Nazca lines may have been created by holy men under the 
influence of hallucinogenic substances.  They might have traced 
their visions on sand and then reproduced them on a large scale on 
the Nazca plateau which is less than a km away.  Only gods and 
aviators can see these images.  Returning to town, we visit Hatun 
Nazca, (the house of Nazca), an interesting small museum run by 
an indigenous group. Very beautiful objects, including a unique 
mummy of a condor, monkey, and parrots in the foetal position.  
This museum deserves a visit.  Next door, the workshop of a potter 
who has re-discovered the technique of hand-making pots, of 
decorating them before firing, and who sells very beautiful copies of 
pottery. 
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But the end of the day still holds a surprise:  on some dusty ground, 
Léo and Julio, helped by Jacques, reproduce the cobweb pattern.  
The real one measures 43m [across?].  In a few hours, a 20m 
spider appears on the ground (without the help of an extra-
terrestrial!). 
 
The day after tomorrow, Léo and Julio will make a 43m spider on 
the sand, filmed by a TV team who will also film the pyramid.  You’ll 
have to wait to see this on TV.  The same team made the video that 
the Aeroparacas company showed us yesterday, after the flight over 
the lines.  In it, you can see Cahuachi, the temple and the pyramid 
in the process of excavation.  Tomorrow the team will  come to film 
the latest finds. 
 
Jacques Berlivet 
http://www.abmlemans.net/grd%2dvoyag/index.html 
 
 
Always On The Road 
Toujours sur la route... 
 
Our 18th travel diary has just been put online. Don’t forget to 
consult your favourite site. You will be able to read the account of 
our latest adventures in the southern hemisphere: breakdowns, 
crocodiles and other strange creatures, gorgeous beaches, endless 
roads through the bush and always, wonderful encounters.  
 
We are taking advantage of the cool late autumn weather to spend 
a fortnight in Alice Springs, capital of the Red Centre of Australia. 
Whilst we, the parents, are taking didgeridoo lessons at the 
Aboriginal Cultural Centre café, the girls have gone to school. The 
Bradshaw Primary School is kindly teaching them a dose of Aussie 
culture. At last, a bit of peace for us. 
 
Next we are going to continue our fantastic trip towards Darwin and 
the Kakadu National Park. 
 
Don’t hesitate to write to tell us of your plans and let us take 
advantage of any contacts you may have in SE Asia. These will be 
valuable to help us organise the next part of our journey in Asia. 
 
Love etc 
 
Erwin, Laetitia, Ingrid et Eva Münch,  
Alice Springs, Australia 
 

http://www.abmlemans.net/grd%2dvoyag/index.html
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In Search Of Michel Strogoff2 
A la recherché... 
 
 
Our British group say a lot about him, - and they say it in English. I 
can’t translate – other than headlines and events (see 
www.silkroute.org.uk). As far as the French group is concerned –the 
news is a bit brief! But it makes my work easier (see below). It’s a 
pity that there’s a shortage of photos, and I don’t know if they’ll all 
meet up. JM 
 
 
25 May 
The price which was to be charged by Moscow customs (see 
previous bulletin) was exaggerated: we left by agreement, without 
going to customs. Yves Polge, who went to Kazan before us, 
telephoned to say that their papers had been regularised for a very 
modest sum. So now we are in order, for the price of 173 roubles 
(just under €10 per person). We continued our journey somewhat 
relieved. There’s beautiful sunshine for our visit to Omsk. 
 
 
It’s boiling hot and we are in Siberia. We will go to Mongolia in 2 to 
3 days. We will say more when we reach Ulan Bator. 
 
13 June 
What does ‘Siberian cold’ mean? Here in Irkutsk, it’s 30  in the 
shade at midday. Soon we go to Lake Baikal and Mongolia. 
 
We had a police checkpoint and proudly showed our papers which 
are in good order: all is well, and we are feeling fine. Tonight we are 
drinking a toast to Jacques Dumas: it’s his birthday. 
 
Having visited the site of Karakorum and the valley of the Orkhon 
we left the tarred roads for the tracks of  Mongolia. They are not yet 
too difficult in spite of a few steep slopes and muddy crossings. For 
now all’s well and we are tip-top. 
 
17 June 
We are now at Moron. not far from a huge lake. After Tsetserleg the 
track is difficult for motorcaravans other than 4x4s. The tracks cross 
each other again and again. GPS helps a lot but we have to be very, 
very careful. The tracks are very stony and cut into the tyres. Time 
is passing by fast so, to reach the border on time, we decided to 

                                   
2 [MS is the eponymous hero of a Jules Verne novel set in Russia. MS travels into 
the deepest corners of eastern Russia. LB] 
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shorten our route considerably from what we planned. Fortunately 
it’s not raining. 
 
We are heading for Lake Uvs. 
 
28 June 
Our first night in Mongolia in a meadow, amongst a flock of sleeping 
sheep. Near 2 yurts... very restful. 
 
We are now camped in the centre of Ulan Bator, the capital. We 
crossed the frontier with no problems. 
 
Christiane Dumas 
 
 
25 June  
The Polge/Gastaud/Peyrin/Meunier group has been in Mongolia 
since the 22nd June and we are now in Ulan Bator for a few days to 
find a guide so we can continue in the best possible way. 
Its fine, very hot weather; we are all fine. 
 
Daniel Meunier 
 
 
Expeditions Being Planned 
Projets de Voyage 
 
We have just acquired a Clemenson motor caravan on a Land Rover 
Defender base, and we are planning (after a trial run – trip to 
Morocco in July + August) to set out for Algeria in October + 
November, accompanied by a Tuareg guide whom we know. I’m 
looking for a few colleagues to share the cost of the guide (€784 to 
be divided between the group) as long as he is able to travel in one 
of our vehicles. He is on the staff of an agency and can organise 
visas . The ideal would be a group of 4-5 vehicles, preferably 4x4s, 
meeting up at Tozeur (Tunisia) about 10th October 2004, to cross 
the border where the guide will be waiting for us. 
 
He will travel with us as far as Djanet (southern Algeria) and take 
us back to Tozeur 16 days later, after visiting the finest sights).  
 
 
I’ll consult my mailbox (mailto:ferbag@wanadoo.fr) in the cyber 
café in Morocco  and carry my mobile (0608178487) to answer any 
questions.  
 
 

mailto:ferbag@wanadoo.
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Camping-Car Magazine No 162 
 
[Summary: in a recent issue of the French motocaravanning 
magazine, our Club is nominated as ‘Club of the Month’. A copy of 
the article appears in this Bulletin.] 
 


